
June 18, 2021
Resistance and Resettlement (tentative)

CASTING CALL

Project Type: Short Film
Project Name: Resistance and Resettlement (tentative)
Union: SAG-AFTRA
Project rate: $206/8
Audition and callback location: Self tape/ Remote
Audition due date: July 10th
Shoot dates: October 7-11, 2021
Synopsis: Several years after Japanese Americans' forced removal and incarceration by the
American government during WWII, a Japanese American family who runs a dry cleaning
business fights to re-establish their life in Chicago.
Executive Producer: Full Spectrum Features
Director: Reina Higashitani
Company website: www.fullspectrumfeatures.com
For more info or to audition and get sides please contact Yuki Sakamoto Solomon at:
yuki@fullspectrumfeatures.com

Mary Mariko Yamamoto, 15, Japanese American, Sansei
Straightforward and uncompromising, Mary acts strong in front of others but is still very unsure
of herself. She was born and grew up on a strawberry farm in Southern California. When she
was seven, she was removed from her home and sent to an incarceration camp in Arizona
together with her parents and maternal grandparents. After the war, the family settled in
Chicago but her parents soon separated. She often fights with her divorced mother who runs a
dry cleaning business but she cares for her grandfather who lives together with them. She has
several close friends from different racial/ethinic background and mostly gets along with others
except Pollie and her group. She loves dancing and listening to jazz and R&B and is a fan of
Billie Holiday.

Kimiye Yamamoto, 40’s, Japanese American, Kibei Nisei
Dry cleaners owner, speaks Japanese and English (English could have a Japanese accent)

Bold and resilient, Kimiye believes that her hard work and endurance earn a place in America.
Kimiye was born in California but when she was three, she was sent back to Hiroshima, Japan
under the care of her grandparents. She returned to the U.S. at the age of 18, but couldn’t get
along with her siblings who grew up in the U.S. and left the family home when she married a
Nisei Tsutomu Yamamoto. They have one daughter Mary. At the concentration camp, Kimiye
looked for a job to petition to leave the camp early. After gaining trust for her hard work as a
domestic worker, she was able to secure a place to start a dry cleaning business and bring the
family to live together. She divorced her husband as she claims that he lost his self-esteem
during incarceration. Kimiye has no time to look back or think about her life in order to keep the
family together and provide the best for their future.

http://www.fullspectrumfeatures.com/


Isamu (Sam) Hara, 60’s, Japanese
Kimiye’s father, speaks Japanese and English (English could have a Japanese accent)

Quiet and reserved, Sam was once an ambitious promising young man who completed a
college education from a private university in Kyoto, Japan in 1907. In the same year, he
jumped on the opportunity to take a job in the U.S. In a couple years, he saved enough money
to buy a land and married Hana from his hometown, Hiroshima through an arranged marriage.
They had four children and sent back two daughters to Hiroshima under the care of Hana’s
parents while they established their farming business. When Sam was sent to the incarceration
camp, the land and property that he worked hard to maintain over the years were sold for little
money. Sam’s wife Hana passed away right after resettling in Chicago. His everyday life now
consists of reading Chicago Shimpo, watering plants, feeding stray cats, and sitting at his
daughter’s cleaning business storefront observing people.


