
Resistance and Resettlement (tentative)
A Short Film + Digital Humanities

<PROJECT SUMMARY>

Chicago Resettlement is a digital history project.

The project will utilize a short, scripted film to humanize the resettlement of Japanese
Americans in Chicago after being unjustly incarcerated by the U.S. Government during WWII.
The film will create the “world” through which students, educators, and the general public will
engage with facts, figures and important educational themes that extend from this history.

FULL SPECTRUM FEATURES has done this once before. One of our earliest projects, The
Orange Story, is the roadmap for the Chicago Resettlement project. Completed in 2015, The
Orange Story continues to be utilized in classrooms across the country. The project received
honorable mention for the 2019 Outstanding Public History Project from the National Council on
Public History.

<FULL SPECTRUM FEATURES>

Founded in 2015, Full Spectrum Features (“FSF”) has produced nearly $2 million of original
film/video content in and around Chicago. FSF is unique among local film nonprofits in that we
work almost exclusively with scripted narrative films (as opposed to documentaries). We believe
in the power of story to create empathy, disrupt culture, and inspire change.

FSF projects have screened at over 500 film festivals and movie theaters around the world,
ranging from the prestigious South by Southwest Film Festival (Austin, TX) to the Music Box
Theatre (Chicago, IL) to Laemmle’s Music Hall (Beverly Hills, CA). FSF films are also distributed
through the educational marketplace, often accompanied by panel discussions with scholars
and community activists. We have screened our films for thousands of students and general
audiences, ranging from classrooms at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign to the Chicago
History Museum to the Imperial War Museum, London.

FSF has produced 16 original works of scripted narrative film/video: four feature films, three web
series, and nine short films. 14 of these works were directed or co-directed by women. 12 were
directed by people of color. 11 were directed by LGBTQ+ filmmakers. Our work is also highly
intersectional, highlighting the nuances of identity and the complexity of community.
In recent years, FSF has assumed a strong industry leadership role through field-building and
artist development activities aimed at driving equity for marginalized filmmakers and audiences.
Examples include Access Reframed, an ongoing series that promotes accessibility for a wide
range of disability stakeholders in the independent film space. FSF also runs the Chicago
Independent Producers Lab (with the Chicago Film Office), and the Film Festival Leadership
Lab (with the Film Festival Alliance). FSF staff also serve on several equity and workforce
development committees for local foundations, the City, and State.

https://theorangestory.org/
https://theorangestory.org/

