
The Japanese American Service Committee has 
been at the center of the Japanese American 
community since its founding in 1946. Created to 
assist  Japanese immigrants and their American-
born children who came to Chicago after their 
incarceration during World War II, JASC provided 
assistance in finding housing, jobs, and re-building 
a community. 

We have grown far beyond our humble beginnings 
to serve a community wider than our  
founders could have imagined. Over 
the past 70 years JASC has been 
responsible for the construction 
of Heiwa Terrace Retirement 
Community, the Keiro 
Long-term Care Facility, 
and providing thousands 
of children and adults with 
much needed social services.

JASC is now one of the 
nation’s leading archives of the 
history of the Japanese American 
experience, serving both scholars 
and the community through the JASC 
Legacy Center.  We continue to provide 
social service and cultural programs for the 
Chicago area and beyond.

In our 70th year of service, we were drawn to 
the concept of ‘kizuna,’ which means a bond, tie, 
or connection as this year’s Living Our Culture  
theme. In Japan, kizuna is used to signify the 
special relationship between those who have a 
shared experience, such as working for the same       
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Celebrate JASC’s Far Reaching Community
company or coming from the same hometown or 
enduring a hardship together.  

At JASC, our kizuna, our connections, have been 
built upon providing social services for a wide 
range of Chicagoans; by bringing together the 
many different facets of the Japanese American 
community, beyond the simple historical de-
finitions; by sharing our culture’s food, music,  

dance, sports, and art to all who 
want to learn; and by providing 
a lasting record for students, 

educators, and historians of an 
important part of the American 

experience.  

Every time we bring a smile 
to a friend in our Adult Day 
Services, our kizuna grows 
brighter. Each introduction 
we make for a recent immi-

grant to a longtime Chicagoan, 
our kizuna expands. Whenever 

we teach a class in flower 
arranging or home-style cooking, 

our kizuna enlightens. And each time 
a student takes pride in learning of the 

struggles their ancestors lived through in helping 
build our country, our kizuna becomes stronger.

Our hope is that Living Our Culture: Connections to 
Community will be a means to strengthen our bonds 
to those we serve in the community and inspire 
each guest to explore their own unique connections 
with the world.

Living Our Culture
Connections to Community

Thursday, June 2, 2016
6:00-9:00 p.m.

Floating World Gallery, 1925 N. Halsted Street, Chicago

Cocktails and heavy appetizers will be served.


