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And so, another successful Fuji Festival has come and gone. The kids
are settled back into their school routines, and pumpkins are starting
to appear on the neighbors’ porches.

At the Japanese American Service Committee,
those are all signs that December is just around
the corner. And with December comes the
JASC’s annual Holiday Delight/Kodomo Matsuri.

On Saturday, December 2, the JASC will again
present its Holiday Delight bazaar, offering up 
for sale a splendid array of eye-catching and
unusual gift items, art objects, and must-haves.
For an extra energy boost, Japanese and holiday
food favorites also will be available for purchase
and consumption on-site or at home.

The Kodomo Matsuri side will be the
place to find children’s activities, along with
musical performances and an appearance
by Santa and, just possibly, other larger-
than-life characters.

Traditionally, Holiday Delight provides
both the place and the opportunity for community members to get
together and enjoy each other’s company.
In fact, meeting up and catching up with
old friends and acquaintances will be one
of the main attractions on December 2,
starting when doors open at 10:30 in the
morning and running through closing time
at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

But more important than all of the shop-
ping, eating, playing, and socializing is
the fact that all proceeds from Holiday Delight/Kodomo Matsuri
support the JASC and its programs and services.  

So come to the JASC on Saturday, December 2, for Holiday
Delight/Kodomo Matsuri, and help support the JASC’s work in the

community while
you do your gift
shopping.
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JASC Wish List

• Bingo prizes (knick knacks, 
key chains, custume jewelry, 
stationery, toiletries, small stuffed
animals, etc.)

• Computers—Pentium IV and above
• Tables—folding, 6 or 8 feet long by

30 inches wide
• Portfolio carrying case, 30” x 40” 

or larger
• Automatic 3-hole punch
• Hand-held hair dryers
• Paper shredder (high performance

confetti-cut)

Wish List Thanks

Special thanks to:
• Donna Kobayashi for 

a chalkboard/markerboard 
donated in loving memory of her
parents Jim and Nobu Kobayashi;

• Edward J. Kaihatsu for 
office furniture;

• Chicago Botanic Garden for 
computer equipment;

• Barbara Finn for utility cart.

Job Announcement

The Japanese American Service
Committee (JASC) is a non-profit, 501c3
organization dedicated to providing
social services to the diverse community
of the greater Chicagoland area and
raising awareness and preserving its
Japanese American heritage through 
educational and cultural programming.

Benefits for full-time positions include:
health insurance, life insurance and
pension. The JASC is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. We are currently
seeking to fill the following positions:

Social Worker
(1 part-time position) 
Japanese American Service Committee
Counseling Department: a social
service program focused on seniors in
need of planning for adequate physical,
mental and emotional care.
MSW/LCSW required. Position is half-
time and bi-lingual capability preferred
but not required. Persons with PsyD
with IL license can also apply.  

If you are interested in this job
position, please contact: Frances
Chikahisa, LCSW, JASC Counseling
Program at 773.275.7212 ext. 225.
Fax resumes to 773.275.0958; 
e-mail: counsel@jasc-chicago.org.
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President’s Message

Dear Friends,

This has been an exciting year for JASC. Looking back at the various events 
and activities, we can see that a common theme woven throughout has been 
one of collaboration.  

Evidence of the benefits and positive outcomes of the JASC’s collaborative 
efforts can be found in programs such as Fuji Festival and Holiday Delight, 
which became successful realities because of the many partnerships established
with volunteers and corporations. It can also be seen in our work with the Chicago
Department on Aging to host the 2006 Caregivers' Conference at the JASC.
Collaboration with the Chicago JACL and the Chicago Japanese American
Historical Society (CJAHS) brought another standing-room-only crowd to 
the Day of Remembrance program, as well as a sold-out showing of the film 
“Only the Brave” during the Asian American Film Festival.

As the JASC works to identify new ways to provide quality services and 
programs in our changing environment, we will need to continue to operate 
collaboratively both within our own organization and with other organizations 
in our community. Two thousand seven is going to be another exciting year, 
as we continue to celebrate the agency’s 60th anniversary. Watch your mail 
for invitations to the various activities we have planned, and mark your calendars.

As we come to the close of a successful 2006, I thank you for your support 
and wish you a joyous holiday season. See you at the JASC!

Sincerely,

Michael D. Takada
President

JASC Social Service Programs

Adult Day Services 

Supervisor: Melba Ristow, RN
As we write this, the leaves on the trees
are starting to turn color, and the 
temperature outside is definitely on the
chilly side. But the clients of the JASC’s
Adult Day Services have a whole
summer’s worth of good memories to
carry with them as we begin our
journey into the cold months.

Back in June, the clients paid tribute
to brides and grooms everywhere with
their annual mock wedding. This year’s
theme centered on Disney cartoon 
characters, and the room was decorated
with big, sparkling posters of familiar
faces. Mickey Mouse officiated as
several famous couples--including Snow
White and Prince Charming, and Mulan
and her warrior-squeeze—strolled 
down the aisle.

In July, clients, families, and staff all
formed a convoy to go into the suburbs
to spend the day at Brookfield Zoo.

The centerpiece of the month of
August is Family Day, when the clients,
staff, and their families come together
for a big luncheon (fried chicken and
Italian beef) and entertainment. This
year showcased Japanese dance by
members of the Fujima Ryu of Chicago,
dances from the Philippines by a group
of young Chicagoans, and the vocal
stylings of activity planner Joseph
Magdaraog. 

We continue to promote and enhance
our clients’ maximum level of function-
ing to preserve their independence and
prevent premature institutionalization.
Nursing services and different activities
are offered to maintain clients’ physical,
mental, and emotional well-being. 

For more information about the
JASC’s Adult Day Services, contact
Melba Ristow, RN, ADS coordinator, 
at 773.275.7212, ext. 239.

Home Support Services

Supervisor: Helen Nakayama

Recently, Mrs. Atsuko Tamura received
the “Community Treasures” award 
from the Coalition of Limited English
Speaking Elderly for her volunteer 
work with our clients in the JASC Home
Support Services program. Although
she herself does not believe that she
deserves any recognition or award for
helping others, I want to let our readers
know how Mrs. Tamura acts on her
concern for older adults in our commu-
nity, and how she has made a significant
difference in people’s lives.  

If I were to describe her invaluable
volunteer services in the simplest of
terms, I would say that Mrs. Tamura
provides bilingual verbal and written
assistance to our clients. In addition,
however, she has accompanied my
clients and me to appointments at the
Illinois Department of Human Services
and the Social Security offices.
Sometimes these meetings can be 
challenging and may require a lot of
time, and the pre-appointment and
follow-up assistance require additional
time. Nevertheless, because of Mrs.
Tamura’s intervention, our Homemaker
clients receive the benefits to which
they are entitled. She makes a real 
difference in our clients’ quality of life,
and the clients know they are not 
alone when navigating the bureaucratic
systems.

Besides her work at the JASC, Mrs.
Tamura has been a volunteer for
decades at Lakeside Baptist Church,
Heiwa Terrace, and other organizations.  

Mrs. Atsuko Tamura is an exemplary
volunteer. She makes herself available
to us whenever we request assistance.
Her deep compassion and caring for the
well-being of others is an important part
of her personality and faith. The JASC

values her com-
mitment and
dedication to
our clients and
our community.

For more
information on
the JASC’s
Home Support
Services and

volunteer opportunities that are avail-
able in the program, contact Helen
Nakayama at 773.275.0097, ext. 228.

Counseling

Social Worker: 
Frances Chikahisa, MSW, LCSW

Recently I heard an NPR program
addressing the issue of care for elderly
parents. It highlighted the dilemma of
caregiving for the parents, recognizing
that long-term institutional care can cost
upwards of $55,000 annually, leading
family members to decide to take on 
the care themselves. 

When the caregiving job falls to one
member of the family, it may require 
the caregiver to quit work and take on
the 24-hour responsibility of the aging
parent. When both parents are still
alive, the caregiving might be partially
shared by the parent who is not as dis-
abled, but this is frequently a temporary
measure, as both parents can become 
ill and in need of assistance.

There is no way to measure the
burden taken on by the caregiving
family member. A typical pattern is for
that person to set aside her (I use the
feminine in this case since most care-
givers are women) own needs and
devote her life to her parent. This is 
a very noble act, and outsiders will
praise her for her devotion. 

(continued on page 4)



Showcasing Our Finest

In celebration of our 60th Anniversary,
on Saturday and Sunday, March 10 and
11, 2007, the JASC will open its doors 
to all those interested in Japanese
American history and culture.

Saturday will see the public opening
of “Origins of Now: Rebuilding
Community,” an exhibit exploring the
evacuation, relocation, and subsequent
resettlement of those of Japanese ances-
try to Chicago during and immediately
after World War II. The exhibit will
focus on the role of the JASC (founded
in 1946 as the Chicago Resettlers
Committee) in helping resettlers find
jobs, housing, and other necessities as
they rebuilt a new life in the Midwest. 

The exhibit, a result of collaborative
efforts between the Chicago Japanese
American Historical Society, Asian
Improv aRts Midwest, and the Chicago
Arts Partnerships in Education, will
include important contributions from 
all three groups, including artwork
and/or performances created by 
students from Northside College Prep
and Mark Sheridan Elementary School,
who are learning about the Japanese
American resettlement experience 
this year in school.

In addition to the exhibit, JASC will
highlight the cultural heritage programs
available at the JASC. Through demon-
strations, performances, and participa-
tory workshops, attendees will be 
able to learn about taiko drumming,
Japanese classical dance, judo,
shamisen (lute), origami (paper
folding), sumi-e (ink painting), shinobue
(bamboo flute), ikebana (flower arrang-
ing), and tai chi.

Come and celebrate the JASC’s 60th
Anniversary! The exhibition, demon-
strations, and performances will be
open to the public no charge. A detailed
schedule of events will be available after
February 1, 2007.

Out-of-the-House Program

Our eight faithful participants have been
attending twice weekly since the end 
of January. It has been very rewarding
to watch the growth of this program,
particularly among those who attend.
The friendliness and camaraderie that
has developed has made me realize 
that we’re never too old to make new
friends and to have a good time with
each other.

Thanks to the commitment and 
dedication of our volunteers—Yosh
Sakai, Naomi Negi and Tonko Doi—we
have a program that puts smiles on the
faces of everyone who sees it in opera-
tion. We’ve been able to go out to eat
lunch at various ethnic restaurants in
the neighborhood, attend lectures, play
a lot of bingo, and labor over some won-
derful craft projects. 

The one difficulty that I have is in
attempting to enlarge our program. We
can add another four or five seniors, 
but have been hampered by the fact 
that these seniors live just beyond our
current drivers’ reach. By adding
another two or three drivers who can
take on this commitment, we can reach
out to the seniors that we already know,
but who cannot make it to our office 
on a regular basis. Once again, I would
ask for volunteers who are able to drive
two to three individuals to the Out-of-
the-House Program. It would require
picking up before 10 am and driving the
seniors home at 1:30 in the afternoons
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We can
arrange for one-way transportation if we
can get two or three volunteers to do
this. We can offer mileage payment to
offset the expense of driving. Please call
Frances Chikahisa at 773.275.7212, ext.
225, or Tonko Doi at 773.248.7386.

Yajirobee’s First Area Appearance
Wins Fans of All Ages

Sixteen fuzzy-haired ogres kicked up
their heels before a delighted audience
of children, parents, and seniors at 
the JASC last August. The ogres were
finger puppets operated by members 
of Yajirobee, a group from Ashikaga,
Japan. The group stopped in Chicago
for one performance at the JASC, after
having made several appearances in
Springfield, Illinois, a sister city of
Ashikaga.

The word yajirobee refers to a
Japanese folk toy, and, appropriately, 
the members of the Yajirobee group
create their own puppets and props. In
addition to the puppets, they use song,
kamishibai techniques, and an “apron

stage”
worn by
one of 
the pup-
peteers to
tell their
lively and
engaging

stories.  There were many Japanese
speakers in the audience, but non-
Japanese-speakers were easily able to
understand the proceedings, thanks to 
a narration that was mainly in English.

This performance at the JASC was
Yajirobee’s first in Chicago. Judging
from the enthusiastic response by an
audience that included a wide range of
ages, the city definitely should be 
on Yajirobee’s itinerary during their
next Midwestern trip.

Unfortunately, when the parent dies,
the caregiver is often left despondent
and unable to refocus on her own life. 
If there are sufficient other members 
of the family who can and have partici-
pated in the care of the parent, the emo-
tional crisis is not as severe. However,
in my experience, it is usually one of the
siblings who takes on this responsibility.

Here at JASC’s counseling depart-
ment, we are interested in serving the
needs of all parties. We are able to offer
support to the caregiver through coun-
seling. We are also able to provide an
outside person who will take on the day-
to-day care of the senior. This service
has a cost, but is most often less each
month than the nursing home charge.
For those parents who are able to go
out of their home, Adult Day Services
can be a solution. We have clients who
have both a caregiver and who attend
day care for the social interaction. We
can also offer support and counseling to
the senior who might become demand-
ing and critical of the family member
providing the care.

Every effort is made to tailor the
program to meet the needs of the senior
and to also give the family caregiver 
a chance to build a life of her own. The
needs of our seniors do not go away. 
We need to be open and flexible in this 
planning. We are here to address these
issues. Call Frances Chikahisa, LCSW,   
to discuss these or any other questions
(773.275.7212, ext. 225).

Legacy Center (Archives & Library)

Supervisor: Deborah Mieko Burns 
In 2006-2007, we are celebrating the
JASC’s 60th anniversary year with many
special events and activities honoring the
past and striving to strengthen and envision
our future. From March to May 2007, the
JASC will host an exhibit titled Origins of
Now: Rebuilding Community. This exhibit will
showcase the Japanese American commu-
nity in Chicago from before World War II
through the resettlement and rebuilding of
the community. The basis of this exhibit will
be the JASC’s own Legacy Center collec-
tions with additional exhibit items coming
from other local and national repositories.  

We need your help! We are looking to
collect or borrow historical items to supple-
ment what we have collected so far. We are
looking for any items documenting the
Japanese or Japanese American communi-
ties from 1942 to 1960 including:
• Photographs of community events,

activities, or gatherings, especially: 
• sporting events 
• social events like dances
• church or temple activities
• businesses or people at work
• WWII Veterans’ events

• Souvenirs, mementos, or memorabilia 
from clubs, events, or businesses 
(for example, flyers, programs, or tickets)

• Magazines or newsletters
• Family photographs, scrapbooks, or 

Christmas cards
• High school yearbooks
• Sports memorabilia, awards, or 

equipment
• Community, church, or temple directories

We are also attempting to “furnish” 
a mockup of an internment camp barracks.
We are particularly looking for large items
that were made in camp and also a simple
U.S. Army cot of the type used during 
World War II.

If you would consider donating or loaning
any of the above items that document
Chicago’s Japanese American community
from 1942 to 1960, please contact Debbie
at archives@jasc-chicago.org or
773.275.0097 x224.

The JASC Legacy Center collects, pre-
serves, and makes historical resources
from the Japanese American community in
the six-county Chicago area available for
research and reference purposes. It houses
the JASC archives and serves as a commu-
nity repository for records and information
resources about Japanese Americans and
Asian Americans. The Legacy Center seeks
to preserve and promote community 
heritage and common understanding of 
the Japanese American experience as 
an integral part of American history. We
provide reference services for our collec-
tions, can help you make connections 
with community members, will lend 
selected materials, and can refer you to
other repositories. Our collections are 
available for use by appointment free of
charge. All people are welcome!

This department is generously supported by the
Chicago Japanese American Council, the Japanese
American National Museum’s Discover Nikkei Project,
and the Tom T. Arai Bequest of the Japanese Mutual 
Aid Society.

54

JASC Community Programs JASC News

Chicago Resettlers Committee Board Meeting,
1110 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago, 1954, Record 
Group 10, JASC Legacy Center.
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Community Calendar of Events Community Calendar of Events

Date/Time  Event/Organization/Location

In continuing 
4-week sessions (W)
9 am – 12 noon

In continuing 
8-week sessions (Sa)
10:30 – 11:45 am

In continuing
8-week sessions (Sa)
12 noon – 1:15 pm

Oct 31; Nov 7, 14, 28;
Dec 5, 12, 19 (Tu)
1:15 – 2:15 pm

Nov 2, 9, 16, 30;
Dec 7, 14, 21 (Th)
6:30 – 7:30 pm

Nov 3 (F)
8:30 pm

Nov 4 (Sa)
9:30 am – 2:00 pm

Nov 4 (Sa)
1:00 – 3:30 pm

Nov 8 (W)
7 pm

Nov 11 (Sa)
10:00 am – 12:30 pm

Nov 11 (Sa)
1 pm

JASC Ceramics Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

JASC Tsukasa Taiko Shamisen Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

JASC Tsukasa Taiko Shamisen Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

JASC Tai Chi Class: Beginners Welcome
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

JASC Tai Chi Class: Advanced 
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

Short films “The Mushroom Club” and “Japan’s Peace Constitution”/
Chicago Humanities Festival
Facets Cinémathèque, 1517 W. Fullerton
voice, 312.494.9509; web, www.chfestival.org

Annual Pancake Breakfast / Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church
RFUMC, 4511 N. Hermitage
voice, 773.561.2610; e-mail, ravfelumc@yahoo.com

Kabuki: Classical Japanese Dance / Wakayagi Shiyu Kai
Forest View Education Center, 2121 S. Goebbert, Arlington Heights
voice, 773.275.6660

Annual Meeting/Japanese American Citizens League Chicago Chapter
Chicago JACL, 5415 N. Clark
voice, 773.728.7171; e-mail, info@jaclchicago.org

JASC Home Style Japanese Cooking Class: Oshogatsu (New Year’s)
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

“The Ethics of War and Peace,” panel discussion with Steven Okazaki, 
director of “The Mushroom Club”/Chicago Humanities Festival
Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Randolph
voice, 312.494.9509; web, www.chfestival.org

Date/Time  Event/Organization/Location

Nov 14, 21;
Dec 5, 19 (Tu)
1 pm – 2 pm

Nov 17 – Jan 2, 2007

Nov 30 (Th)
6:30 – 8:30 pm

Dec 2 (Sa)
10:30 am – 4 pm

Dec 16 (Sa)
2 pm

Jan 13, 2007 (Sa)

Feb 10 (Sa)
10:00 am – 12:30 pm

Feb 18 (Sn)
2 pm

JASC Ikebana Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

“Christmas Around the World”/Museum of Science and Industry
Museum of Science and Industry, 57th and Lake Shore Drive
voice, 773.864.1414; web, www.msichicago.org

JASC Origami Workshop V
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

JASC Holiday Delight/Kodomo Matsuri
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; 
web, www.jasc-chicago.org

JASC Tsukasa Taiko / 3rd Annual Chicago Taiko Legacy
Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

Tohkon Judo Kagami Biraki New Year’s Celebration
Tohkon Judo, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.784.7766; web, www.tohkon.com

JASC Home Style Japanese Cooking Class: Sushi
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

Day of Remembrance / JASC, JACL, 
Chicago Japanese American Historical Society
DeVry University, 3300 N. Campbell
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; 
web, www.jasc-chicago.org

To include an event in the community calendar, call the JASC office at 773.275.0097, ext. 229, with the name of the event, the date and time, 
the sponsoring organization, and the location. The deadline for the Spring 2007 issue is December 15, 2006. Events for February, March, April, and 
May 2007 should be included.
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SWING!!—A Wonderful Evening!

Friday, September 22, was the night to
SWING!! at the JASC’s 36th Annual Fuji
Festival & Silent Auction, celebrating
the Agency’s Diamond Anniversary.  

The event marked the official start of
the JASC’s 60th Anniversary festivities,
and the Fuji Festival Committee took
the opportunity to “contemporize” the
format to an evening of dining and
dancing in the posh setting of the Union
League Club of Chicago. The evening
started off with the Silent Auction held
during the cocktail reception in the
Club’s Main Lounge. More than 160
donated items were up for bid—among
them: tickets to the Barbra Streisand/
Il Divo and Rolling Stones concerts; 
a trip to Japan (donated by All Nippon
Airways); a week at a Hawaiian resort;
tickets to the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, Steppenwolf Theatre, and
Lyric Opera, among others; Japanese
artwork and ceramics; baseballs
signed by White Sox second
baseman, Tadahito
Iguchi, and Mr. Cub,
Ernie Banks; and
many, many more
items.  Attendees
perused the
Auction while
sipping cocktails
and munching on
hors d’oeuvres.

The Silent
Auction closed at
8:00 pm, sending
everyone upstairs to the
Club’s Main Dining Room,
which had been transformed
into a cabaret scene. They were
greeted by music provided by Bradford
Newquist & The William Underwood
Quartet, who entertained everyone for
the next two-and-a-half hours with music

reminiscent of the Forties—Cole Porter,
Jerome Kern, Sammy Cahn, and Hoagy
Carmichael, to name a few. Some really
got into the SWING!! mode and dressed
in fancy skirts, bobby sox, zoot suits
and spats.  In between dances, everyone
enjoyed a light buffet supper and mixed
and mingled among the crowd.

During a band break, JASC’s Tsukasa
Taiko—Hide Yoshihashi, Tatsu Aoki,
and Jeff Chan—performed a crowd-
pleasing taiko and shamisen number.

Congratulations to Co-Chairpersons
Lisa Sakai and Ashley Oshita and their
committee for a wonderful night! And 
to those who missed the fun this year:
Remember that the JASC’s Fuji Festival
& Silent Auction will be back next
September, so mark your calendars
now!

36th Annual Fuji Festival
and Silent Auction

Community and Cultural Events

Day of Remembrance

Febraury 19, 1942 or December 7, 1941:
A date which will live in infamy?

It was on February 19, 1942, when
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
signed Executive Order 9066, which
effectively and forcibly removed 120,000
Japanese Issei and theirNisei children
from the West Coast and placed them
into ten of the most desolate areas in
the continental United States.

Despite President Franklin
Roosevelt’s stellar achievements with
his struggle to lift the United States
from The Depression and dominate 
a two-front war against Japan and
Germany, history tends to overlook his
willingness to be party to the massive
breach of civil liberties and democracy
with the internment of Japanese
Americans. On Sunday, February 18,
2007, Greg Robinson, Assistant
Professor of History at the University of
Quebec at Montreal and author of the
book, By Order of the President: FDR
and the Internment of Japanese
Americans, will discuss the untouched
side of Roosevelt’s presidency and shed
some much needed light upon the
person whose authority is ultimately
responsible for the plight of the WWII
Japanese Americans. Join us as we,
once again, celebrate the coming
together of a community as well as 
critique the infamy that was spawned
from racist animosity of the WWII era.

Where: DeVry University—Chicago 
Campus
3300 North Campbell Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60618
Parking is free along the west 
side of the campus building. 

When: Sunday, February 18, 2007
Time: 2:00 p.m.

Refreshments will be served at 
the conclusion of the program.

Third Annual Chicago Taiko Legacy

Save the date!
On Saturday, December 16, 2006, at

2pm, JASC Tsukasa Taiko, in associa-
tion with Asian Improv aRts Midwest,
will present the Third Annual Chicago
Taiko Legacy! This free event will be
held in the majestic Preston Bradley
Hall of the Chicago Cultural Center in
downtown Chicago, so take a break
from your Christmas shopping to take
in an exciting performance by one of
the Midwest’s leading taiko ensembles. 

In addition to the world-class profes-
sional taiko presentations that JASC
Tsukasa is known for, this year’s Taiko
Legacy will also feature many of the
program’s student members, as well as
highlight a new collaborator, Butoh
artist Nicole LeGette and her Blushing
Poppy Production Company.  Please 
join us for this year-end celebration of
the Japanese American cultural arts.

For more information on JASC
Tsukasa Taiko—lessons, workshops
and performances and booking 
presentations—please visit
www.tsukasataiko.com, call
773.275.0097 ext. 229 or e-mail 
programs@jasc-chicago.org. 

The Third Annual Chicago Taiko 
Legacy

Saturday, 2-4 pm, December 16, 2006
The Chicago Cultural Center’s 

Preston Bradley Hall 
78 E. Washington
Free Admission!

Also! Hide Yoshihashi & JASC Tsukasa
Taiko (Asian Improv Records 0070), 
the first taiko album to be produced out
of Chicago, is now available! They will
be on sale at the Third Annual Chicago
Taiko Legacy as well as available at
www.amazon.com.

The Third Annual Chicago Taiko
Legacy is supported in part by the
Illinois Humanities Council, the Illinois
Arts Council, the Richard H. Driehaus
Foundation, the Gaylord and Dorothy
Donnelley Foundation, the Field
Foundation, the City of Chicago
Department of Cultural Affairs, the
Joyce Foundation, and the Chicago
Tribune Foundation.

Moving?  Moved? Let Us Know!

If you’ve changed your address, or if
you’re about to change your address,
please remember to notify the JASC. 
In addition to our newsletter, we 
periodically send out notices of upcom-
ing events of interest to our members
and friends. That’s why it’s crucial that
we keep our mailing list accurate and 
up to date.

Don’t hesitate to let us know if we
need to change or correct our records!
You can send us a note (4427 N. Clark
Street, Chicago, IL 60640), give us a call
(773.275.0097), or transmit an e-mail
(jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org). It’ll help 
us save time and money in getting 
information out to you.

Golden Diners

The JASC is the site of the Golden
Diners program sponsored by the
Chicago Department on Aging. A nutri-
tious lunch is served Monday through
Friday beginning at 11:30 AM.
Suggested contributions for the lunch
are $2.35 for those under 60 and 
$1.50 for those over 60. Please call
773.275.0097 and ask for Tess or Melba
to make reservations for lunch.  
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36th Annual Fuji Festival
and Silent Auction

2006 Fuji Festival Committee

Co-Chairs:
Lisa A. Sakai, Ashley A. Oshita
60th Anniversary Raffle:
John R. Sasaki, Chair
Committee:
Jean Fujiu, Sharon Harada, Sharon
Hidaka, Kay Kawaguchi, Lynn Oda,
Winnie Furusho Ricker, Michael
Tanimura, Ryan Toguri, Dorothy
Yahiro, Carol Yoshino

Corporate Sponsors

A sincere thank you to our Corporate
Sponsors for your support of the JASC.

Purple Orchid $6000
ComEd, an Exelon Company
Harmony Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
United Bindery Service
Yamamoto-Yoshida Family

Cherry Blossom $3000
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.
BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois
Huron Consulting Group
Japan Airlines
LJT Agra Corporation

Blue Iris $1500
The Boeing Company
First American Bank
Harris, NA 
Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell

Corporate Donors

Barry-Regent Cleaners
Bigston Corp., USA
Gim Electric Co., Inc. 
Nomura Enterprises, Inc.
TDK Corporation of America 

Anniversary Sponsors

M/M Peter Bajor
Chicago Chapter JACL
Christ Church of Chicago
Jacquelin Denofrio
Electro-Wire, Inc. 
Jean and Kiyoko Fujiu
Steven Hamlin
Midwest Buddhist Temple
Mark Murphy
M/M James Onoda 
Glenn Sugiyama
M/M Cary Wong

Friends

(Monetary donations.)

Anonymous
Eugenia Chiu
Robert & Mary Fujioka
Hannah S. Hogan
George Ichiba
Grace K. Igasaki
Emiko Ishikawa
Robert & Elizabeth Iwaoka
Albert & Betty Lee Kamiya
Jewel Kanai, DDS
Elaine & Darrell Kaneshiro
Linda S. Kawano & Charles C. Valauskas
Ruth K. Kumata
Elaine & Yemiko Kurokawa
Janet S. Masamoto
Matsue Momohara
Joyce & Rick Morimoto
D/M Motosugu Morita, Jr. 
Rebecca C. Nakamura
Robert T. Nakazawa
R/M Masaru Nambu
Pat Okita
Robert & Lily Oshiro
Hiroshi & Mary Ota
Kayeko Quinlan
Tomi Shimojima
M/M Shiro F. Shiraga
Misao Shiratsuki
Joseph K. Suzuki
Tampopo Club
Benjamin S. Tani
May Tanii
Henry Umeki
Futami Terri Yamaguchi
Nancy H. Young

Fuji Festival Raffle Winners

• $10,000 Cash Prize: Jack Oda
• Roundtrip tickets for two to Tokyo, Osaka,

Nagoya, Fukuoka or Sapporo, Japan—donated
by Japan Airlines Co., Ltd.: 
Don Sakaki

• One deluxe guest room for one evening with
breakfast for two—donated by Union League
Club of Chicago: 
Ray Mitchell

Fuji Festival 2006 Raffle & 
Silent Auction Donors

Abrakadoodle
John Adachi
Adler Planetarium
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.
Allegro Music Studio
Anderson Japanese Gardens
Ann Sather Restaurant
Aoya, Inc. 
Bob Chinn’s Crabhouse
California Hotel & Casino
Chicago Blackhawks
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Children’s Museum
Chicago Cubs
Chicago History Museum
Chicago Sinfonietta
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Wolves
Frances Chikahisa
Club Lucky
Court Theatre
Dentistry for Kids/Dr. Cissy Furusho
EBI, INC.
Electro-Wire, Inc.
Eli’s Cheesecake
Barbara Finn
Flat Top Grill
Frank’s Jewelry
Jean M. Fujiu
Gethsemane Garden Center
Golden Aquarium
Golfsmith
Steve Hamlin
Sharon Harada
Harrah’s Joliet Casino Hotel
Stephen Hashioka, DDS
Mikio Hasunuma
Yukiko Hasunuma
Heaven On Seven
Hilldale Golf Co
Sam Himoto 
Masanobu Hoshikawa
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
Tomi Inouye
Intelligentsia Coffee & Tea
Yumiko Irei-Gokce
Marion Ishii
Peggy Ishikawa
Michio Iwao
Japan Airlines
Japanese American Service Committee (JASC)
JPNK Corporation
May Kambara

Marilyn R. Kay
Dr. Richard Kim
Albert Koga Trust
La Donna Restaurant
Lettuce Entertain You
M. Henry Chow for Now
Mad River Bar and Grille
Margie Korshak, Inc.
Rosie Matsuura
Mike’s Refrigeration
Carol Miyake
Rick and Joyce Morimoto
MOTO Restaurant
Music in the Loft/Ellie Olin
Kimiko Nakamura
NBC 5 Chicago
Bradford Newquist
Lillian Nishimura
Arthur Nishioka
Takeko Nomiya
Yuki Nyhan
Dennie Okuhara
Chieko Onoda
Onomoli Fine Jewelry
Ashley Oshita
Over Easy Café
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
Planet Obi/Laurel Fujisawa
Resorts East Chicago
Winnie Furusho Ricker
Rock-It Bar & Grill
Lidia Rozmus
Lisa A. Sakai
Salon Buzz
John R. Sasaki
Schaumburg Park District
Shedd Aquarium
Kevin & Alan Shikami
Shinsen Jewelry
Sharon Shoji
Skokie Park District – Exploratorium
Donald and Lisa Sloan
William A. Smith
Sunshine Café
George M. Suyeoka
Yasumasa Suzuki
SYAA Basketball Clinic
Szechwan Restaurant
Thousand Waves Spa for Women
Arthur Towata
Union League Club of Chicago
Yancha/Shuko Akune, Michael Pacelli, Roy &   

Tamako Akune
Hide Yoshihashi/JASC Tsukasa Taiko
Hon. Yutaka Yoshizawa
Zanies Comedy Club
Nancy Zolper

Fuji Festival Volunteers

Deborah Mieko Burns
Lisa Cerney Doi
Kyoko Hamano
Naomi Hattori
Robin Kanemoto
Barbara Kato
Ami Kawanaga
JoAnn Kawanaga
Marc Kawanaga
Linda Kawano
Ted Kim
Jason Matsumoto
Brandon Mita
Taylor Nakagawa
Stephanie Nakanishi
Lynne Oshita-Wong
Daniel Raichel
Lisa Sloan
Chuck Valauskas
Joyce Yoshino
Ron Yoshino

Special Acknowledgements

Fuji Festival Silent Auction Reception: 
Hosted by a generous Anonymous Donor
Union League Club Sponsor: Ralph Fujimoto
Performers:
Bradford Newquist and the William Underwood 

Quartet 
JASC Tsukasa Taiko:

Tatsu Aoki, Jeff Chan, Hide Yoshihashi

Printing: TriTower Printing, Inc. and 
The Copy Room
Graphic Design: Silver Image Creative, Inc., 
and Mi Jeong Kim
Framing: Accentric Custom Framing

36th Annual Fuji Festival
and Silent Auction

John Kopczyk, auditor, with JASC president, Michael
Takada, presenting first prize in raffle to Nancy Takagi,
daughter of winner Jack Oda, who was not present.

2007
JASC

Membership

CAMPAIGN BEGINS

Please act now!
Your sustained support
enables the JASC to 

continue to provide services
to our community.

Look for your membership 
renewal in the mail. Please 

return the completed form with
your dues payment at your 

earliest convenience.
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Contributors and Donors

DONORS iN MEMORY OF
Martha Comfort Glenn Comfort
M/M Paul Doi Judie Kiyohara
M/M Yoshiro Harada Ted Kawachi
George Ichiba William Y. Ichiba
M/M George K. Ichishita Joseph Cech
Ellyn J. Iwaoka Sam Iwaoka & John Iwaoka
Judy M. Iwaoka Sam Iwaoka & John Iwaoka
Dr. Robert S. Iwaoka Sam Iwaoka & John Iwaoka
Robert Nishimoto Toshio J Nishimoto
M/M Fred Sasaki Asako Sasaki
M/M Donald W. Sloan Yahachi Sagami
M/M Robert S. Takagi Bill Ichiba
Yoneko M. Tsurusaki Chic Tsurusaki

DONORS IN HONOR OF
M/M Yoshiro Harada Tom Corbett & Avena Ward's 

25th Wedding Anniversary

DONORS DESIGNATION
M/M Peter G. Cico Adult Day Services

MATCHING
Cheryl Ikemiya Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Michael Takada Morgan Stanley Foundation
M/M Cary Wong Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts

Donations received between the dates of July 1, 2006, and September 30, 2006.

General Donations
(7/1/06 to 9/30/06)

John K. Adachi
Anonymous (5)
M/M Fred Babbin
Dorothy Bossung
Susan J. Chapman
Kathy Ford
Kikuko Fujimura
Jean M. Fujiu
Shizuko Hidaka
Keith Hirashima
M/M Carl T. Ichikawa 
Julius Ishida
Joe Iwaoka
Yoneko Frances Kawabata
Mihoko Koizumi
Emi Matsushita
M/M James K. Mita
H. Helen Miyake
Patricia Motoike - Smith
Kats Nakashima
Ruth A. Nishimura
M/M Bing R. Nishiura
Janice H. Omachi-Lee
Gina Saka
Yoshio Shibazaki
Mary Tagami
Richard K. Takaki
Chiye Tomihiro
James Walthour
Julie Yamaguchi
M/M Yoshio Yamashita
M/M Kenneth Yoshida

Contributors and Donors

In-Kind Donations
(7/1/06 through 9/30/06)

Richard Amano
Anonymous
Barbara Becker and Bruce Embrey
Chicago Botanic Garden
Betty Ezaki
Barbara Finn
Lynn Harada
Sam Himoto
Ernest Hyosaka
Marion Ishii
Ikue Itami
Ellyn Iwaoka
Mary Iwaoka
Lynn Kaihara
Yoko Kawaguchi
Ryoko Kobayashi
Estate of Mary and Albert Koga
Ruth Kumata
Mary and George Maruyama
Virginia Mccowan
Jerry Morishige
Joyce Morishita and Bert Phillips
Gerda Muri
Janet Nakai
Herbert Nakayama, Jr.
Patricia Nakayama 
Kiyoto Nishimoto
Mits and Sachi Ono
Kazue Ozima
Peggy Sasamoto
Hifumi Sato
Sue Smith
Yasuko Stark
Joanne Tohei
Mitsuko Tokimoto
Chiye Tomihiro
Tak Tomiyama
Gary Wing
Dorothy Yahiro
Kiyo Yoshimura

Volunteers

Volunteers are an important part 
of the JASC. We would like to
acknowledge the following:

The Women’s Group of the Christ
Church of Chicago (Tri-C) continues
to donate some type of snack for the
clients of the JASC’s Adult Day Services
Program every month.

Mailing Volunteers: Micah Friesen,
Yosh Harada, Ernie Hyosaka, 
Yvonne Hyosaka, Joyce Ishida, 
Haru Ito, Fay Kadowaki, Lynn Kaihara,
Robin Kanemoto, Dorothy Kuse, 
Ruth Nehring, Asako Nishimura, 
Bob Ogi, Mitzi Ogi, Molly Sakamoto,
Hirao Smoky Sakurada, Margaret
Shintaku, Kiyo Takemoto, and 
Sumie Tanimura

Office Volunteers: Lisa Sloan, Ashley
Oshita, Winnie Furusho Ricker

Adult Day Services Volunteers:
Yosh Harada, Randy Ristow, Jr., 
Ryan Ristow, Ronald Ristow, Toshiko
Sahara, and Jane Yakushiji

Archives: Ruth Kumata

Golden Diners Volunteers:
Yosh Harada, Bob Imon, Larry
Mercades, Helen Miyake, Sue Miyake,
Asako Nishimura, Howard Yahiro, Jane
Yakushiji, and Ken Yoza

Heiwa Jukunenkai:
Shizuka Haginoya

Out-of-the-House Volunteers:
Paul Doi, Tonko Doi, Ann Ijichi, Kelly
Ijichi, Tomoko Inagaki, Cheryl Kato,
Frances Kawabata, Aiko Kojima, Ruth
Kosaka, Keiko Mitsushio, Betty Morita,
Laura Muraoka, Naomi Negi, Fuku Oki,
Helen Omura, Susan Oshita, Yosh
Sakai, David Toguri, Jo Anne Toguri,
Howard Yahiro

The following volunteers give not
only their time, but also their
invaluable expertise in a variety 
of areas: Tatsu Aoki, Pete Izui, 
Larry Wiley

JASC welcomes submissions of articles
or information to the newsletter. 

Articles may be sent via mail,
e-mail (programs@jasc-chicago.org),
fax (773.275.0958) or disk. The 
next deadline for articles is 
December 15, 2006. 

For more information, please call 
Sharon Harada at 773.275.0097 x229.

If there are any omissions or mistakes
in the lists or elsewhere in this issue,
please call the JASC office and let us
know. Thank you.

DOUBLE
your donation to the JASC!

EMPLOYER MATCH

Many companies match their 
employees’ donations.

Please check with your company 
about its matching gift guidelines.
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