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A watershed is soon to arrive for the JASC. On the eve of the 60th anniversary
of the founding of the agency in August 1946, JASC’s staff and board members
are looking forward even as they celebrate the past.

Aided by Francis Wong, a San Francisco-based consultant who specializes 
in assisting Asian American organizations to develop, grow and better serve 
the needs of their community, staff and board members have rewritten JASC’s
Mission Statement; created a Vision Statement; formulated Core Value
Statements; performed a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats
assessment; and set ten-year goals. The Strategic Plan produced by Francis 
enumerates one, two and three-
year goals in various categories
such as programs, financial
matters, agency staffing and
capital development.

Now it is up to staff members,
board members and community
volunteers to follow through and
fulfill these objectives and take
proactive control of the agency’s
destiny.

The impetus that drove the
agency to examine critically the
question of its future existence
was painfully obvious. JASC’s 
core constituency—the driving
force behind this and almost 
every other Japanese American organization across the country—was passing
on.  The Nisei, who with the energy and vision of their youth founded and carried
this organization for 60 years, are in their 80s, 90s—or no more.

Their legacy, as well as that of their Issei parents, will be celebrated with 
a series of special events and programs throughout the coming months, starting
with the JASC Fuji Festival and Silent Auction on September 22 (see page 2). 

Tying the varied events together will be a series of dramatic readings, with 
one installment performed at each event. These readings will help verbalize 
the Japanese American experience, and help celebrate the uniqueness of the
community’s culture and heritage. While these events honor those who built 
the Chicago Japanese American community following World War II, they also are
meant to help rebuild our community here and now. As an audience member 
at this year’s Day of Remembrance said, “Community is not just a place. It’s 
the people.”

JASC will reach out to embrace the changing face of the Japanese American
community, which includes not only the traditionally-viewed Nisei, Sansei, Yonsei
and Gosei generations, but also more recent immigrants and their descendants,
Hapa, Japanese nationals, Nikkei of every persuasion, as well as all those 
of whatever ethnicity who wish to share in and learn about our heritage and
culture, or share our dreams and aspirations.

Chicago Resettlers Committee 5th Annual Community 
Picnic, July 1952, Mary and James Numata Collection,
JASC Legacy Center
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JASC 60th Anniversary Celebration
Preliminary Calendar of Events

Watch for information on specific dates, times, and venues in future 
issues of the JASC Newsletter.

September 22, 2006
JASC Fuji Festival and Silent Auction,

Union League Club of Chicago, 65 W. Jackson Boulevard

October 2006
Fujima Ryu of Chicago’s 30th Anniversary Dance Recital (JASC to co-sponsor)

Asian American Jazz Festival (JASC to co-sponsor some performances)

December 2, 2006
JASC Holiday Delight and Kodomo Matsuri

January 13, 2007
Kagami Biraki New Year celebration and mochi-tsuki 

(JASC to co-sponsor with Tohkon Judo)

February 18, 2007
Day of Remembrance (JASC main co-sponsor)

March 2007
VIP Preview/Reception of JASC exhibit “Origins of Now: Rebuilding Community” 
Public opening of JASC exhibit (co-sponsored with Chicago Japanese American 

Historical Society and Chicago Arts Partnership in Education)
JASC Open House, with performances, demonstrations and public participation 

in cultural activities

April 2007
Asian American Film Festival (JASC to co-sponsor a film)

JASC Workshop on preserving documents and photographs

May 2007
JASC Fireflies in Flight benefit performance

July 2007
JASC Resettlers’ Picnic

August 2007
JASC Tsukasa Taiko Legacy (JASC to co-sponsor)

JASC Newsletter
Volume 39 No. 2
Published by the

Japanese American
Service Committee
4427 North Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60640

Michael Takada
President

Jean Fujiu
Executive Director

Sharon Harada
Staff Editor

Kay Kawaguchi
Photographer

Karen Kanemoto
Writer



Adult Day Services

Supervisor: Melba Ristow, RN

The cardinal rule of thumb for thank yous 
is “Better late than never.” Before we start
with the events of the past few months, we
must thank the members of the JASC Board
of Directors and staff for contributing toward
the gift cards that were given to all of 
the Adult Day Services clients at the holiday
party in December.

By now, the Year of the Dog is well under
way, and the winter cold, we hope, is a
distant memory. However, we also hope
that, among the JASC ADS clients, at least,
their Chinese New Year celebration in
January was worth remembering. The occa-
sion was marked by a field trip to the Hong
Kong Buffet. 

February was a month of many parties,
with the big Valentine’s Day party in the
middle of the month. All of the clients
extend their thanks to Linda Whitted for
donating treat bags for all.

Many of the ADS clients are February
babies, so an extra birthday party during 
the month was deemed necessary. This
allowed the clients to share the celebration
with their young friends, the middle school
students from Sacred Heart Academy, who
visit the agency every Tuesday.

If memory serves, March came in like 
a lamb, and it probably will go out like a
lamb too. In between, the ADS clients cele-
brated the Japanese Doll Festival (or Girls
Day) holiday in high style. Fumiko Matsuda
and Megumi Nakashima came to set up 
the elaborate, traditional display of dolls
depicting the Japanese Imperial court,
which were donated to the JASC several
years ago by Jennifer Mari Goldberg.

Entertainment consisted of Japanese dance
by Fujima Ikunojo, Rika Lin, and Amy
Homma to the accompaniment of Tatsu
Aoki and Jeff Chan on shinobue (flute) and
shamisen (lute). Japanese snacks were
enjoyed by all, and, perhaps most impor-
tant, Ms. Matsuda and Medina Upson
cleaned up afterward.

Soon thereafter, the ADS clients shifted
their cultural gears and became Irish for 
the St. Patrick’s Day party. The month
closed out with a special demonstration for
the ADS seniors, together with the toddlers
and preschoolers of the Tampopo-kai, by 
the Japan Elite High School Judo Team,
which was in town for an all-star competi-
tion. Thank you to Tohkon Judo Academy 
for making the arrangements for the show.

We continue to promote and enhance 
our clients’ maximum level of functioning to
preserve their independence and prevent
premature institutionalization. Nursing 
services and different activities are offered
to maintain clients’ physical, mental, and
emotional well-being. For more information
about the JASC’s Adult Day Services,
contact Melba Ristow, RN, ADS coordinator,
at 773.275.7212, ext. 239.

Home Support Services

Supervisor:  Helen Nakayama
773.275.7212 ext.228 
JASC recently hosted a “Caregiver
Conference” sponsored by the Chicago
Department on Aging on Saturday, April 1,
2006. It was a well-attended and informa-
tion-packed event for caregivers. The theme
of the conference was taking care of 
the caregiver.

Jean M. Fujiu, executive director of JASC,
welcomed everyone to the agency. Jaime
Hersh-White of Caregiver Initiative–Chicago
Department on Aging talked about
“Caregiver Survival Tips.”

Attendees could choose from 14 discus-
sion tables where speakers answered ques-
tions regarding important caregiver issues
such as balancing work and caregiving
demands, dealing with and understanding
difficult behaviors, respite services, how to
choose a nursing home, choosing a home-
care provider, and living with Parkinson’s
disease.

Two JASC management staff hosted 
discussion tables. Tess Cana, a nurse in
our Adult Day Services program, and
Frances Chikahisa, our social worker, were
there to talk about their services and 
programs.

For Chicago residents, the Chicago
Department on Aging (CDOA) has many 
programs and services for older adults.
Their phone number for Information and
Assistance is 312.744.4016. The Levy
Center located at Lawrence and Damen is
CDOA’s Northeast Regional Center. They
have many services and programs at this
site for older adults. The phone number 
is 312.744.0784.
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JASC Social Service Programs

Coming 

August 2006

Wednesday

Bloomingdale’s
The Shopping Benefit

Michigan Avenue 
Old Orchard 

Medinah Temple 
Oak Brook

Hinamatsuri
Day performers
(left to right):
Amy Homma,
Fujima Ikunojo,
Rika Lir



JASC Social Service Programs
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Counseling

Counseling Staff:
Frances Chikahisa, MSW, LCSW 
Fujio Sato, MSW, Case Manager
Our program’s thrust is to keep seniors
healthy in their own environment for as long
as possible. It has created case manage-
ment challenges on several levels.
Wherever possible we try to develop a
program of home care which might require
the coordination of the services of the
homemaker department and the social
service department. The homemakers
check to see that the senior’s living situa-
tion is clean and healthy. The social worker
looks after the client’s physical and psycho-
logical needs. There needs to be active
communication between the client’s physi-
cian and the social worker. At times this
requires the social worker to be present at
the doctor’s appointment to clarify that the
client is getting the proper medications and
is, in fact, taking the medications correctly.

Once the client’s care is settled, it might
be a situation where Adult Day Services
could be introduced, so that the client can
have some time away from home and be
able to engage in social interaction so vital
to us all. This can be done on a very limited
one-day-a-week program to a full five-day
program. 

As the client’s health needs increase, we
assist in locating full time care and work
with the caregiver to resolve any problems
that might arise between the client and the
caregiver. In those instances of language
difficulties, the social worker can help to
interpret cultural differences or can speak
to the client in Japanese. 

Sometimes it becomes necessary to
assist the client to make the move into 
a nursing home. When we’ve had a good
relationship with the client, it can make 
this very difficult transition easier. In those
instances where the client is a single man
without a family, we often do not have many
options to offer. We can, in those instances,
offer continued service to the client even
after he is placed. We are thus involved 
in many levels of care and try to keep the 
connection between the client and our-
selves throughout this process. We always
welcome inquiries regarding our programs.
Please feel free to call us—Frances
Chikahisa at 773.275.7212 ext. 225,
Fujio Sato at 773.275.7212 ext. 234.

DOUBLE
your donation to the JASC!

EMPLOYER MATCH

Many companies match their employees’ donations.
Please check with your company about its 

matching gift guidelines.

Planning for
Long Term Care 

Can Be “Simplicity”

For information on JASC’s
new group insurance plan

from MedAmerican, 
contact Carol Yoshino @

773.275.0097 x223.
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Legacy Center (Archives & Library)

Supervisor: Debbie Mieko Burns 
Attention baseball fans . . . Northsiders and
Southsiders welcome! Please join us for 
an evening with Jay Feldman, author of the
novel Suitcase Sefton and the American
Dream. In Suitcase Sefton, Feldman tells 
a story about Mac “Suitcase” Sefton, a
scout for the New York Yankees who discov-
ers a cannon-armed lefty at a Japanese
American internment camp in 1942 during
World War II. As Sefton schemes to get 
the pitcher—Jerry Yamada—released from
the camp, he is forced to confront his own
conceptions of race, culture, and politics 
as he discovers the meaning of family and
love. Through the filter of baseball, Suitcase
Sefton addresses issues of personal
integrity, racism, internment, and American
dreams.  

The author will read and sign books at
the JASC on Tuesday, May 16, 2006, at
7:00 PM. The event is free and open to all.
Preorder books today ($23) by contacting
Debbie Mieko Burns at archives@jasc-
chicago.org. For more information about the
book, see www.jfeldman.com/suitcase.html.
This event is co-sponsored by the Chicago
Japanese American Historical Society and
the Japanese American Service Committee
Legacy Center. Feldman will also be appear-
ing on Thursday, May 18, 2006, with Cubs
Manager Dusty Baker at the Border’s
Bookstore at 755 W. North Avenue in
Chicago.

The JASC Legacy Center collects, pre-
serves, and makes historical resources
from the Japanese American community in
the six-county Chicago area available for
research and reference purposes. It houses
the JASC archives and serves as a commu-
nity repository for records and information
resources about Japanese Americans and
Asian Americans. The Legacy Center seeks
to preserve and promote community 

heritage and common understanding of 
the Japanese American experience as an
integral part of American history. We provide
reference services for our collections, can
help you make connections with community
members, will lend selected materials,
and can refer you to other repositories. 
Our collections are available for use by
appointment free of charge. All people 
are welcome!

This department is generously supported by the
Chicago Japanese American Council, the Japanese
American National Museum’s Discover Nikkei Project,
and the Tom T. Arai Bequest of the Japanese Mutual
Aid Society.

Golden Diners

The JASC is the site of the Golden Diners
program sponsored by the Chicago
Department on Aging. A nutritious lunch is
served Monday through Friday beginning at
11:30 am. Suggested contributions for the
lunch are $3.00 for those under 60 and
$1.50 for those over 60. Please call
773.275.0097 and ask for Tess or Melba
to make reservations for lunch

Suitcase Sefton and the American
Dream by Jay Feldman

Jay Feldman is the author of the critically
acclaimed When the Mississippi Ran
Backwards: Empire, Intrigue, Murder and 

the New Madrid
Earthquakes. He
is a widely pub-
lished freelance
writer whose work
has appeared in
Sports Illustrated,
Newsweek,
Smithsonian,
Gourmet, The New
York Times, and 

a broad variety of other national, regional
and local publications. He has also written
for television, film and the stage. He is 
the author of Hitting: An Official Major
League Baseball Book. His Web site is
www.jfeldman.com.

Praise for Suitcase Sefton and 
the American Dream:

“Jay Feldman has written a highly accessi-
ble, fast-paced novel . . . that mixes fiction
and historic facts into a love story. The 
love of family, baseball, community, and 
the love between a man and a woman are
woven into a search for the ‘American
Dream’.”—Nichi Bei Times

“My mother used to talk about how, when
she was a kid during World War II, her
Japanese American neighbors just disap-
peared one day, and she never realized until
20 years later what had happened to them.
In this book, Jay Feldman makes the period
come alive. He has written a great story
that combines a solid knowledge of base-
ball with historical accuracy. It’s fiction, but
it could just as well be actual history.”—
Dusty Baker, Chicago Cubs Manager
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JASC News

New Book Recognizes 
Camp Teachers: 

Hear from the Author July 30

Please join us for an afternoon with 
Jan Ziegler, author of The Schooling 
of Japanese American Children at
Relocation Centers During World
War II: Miss Mabel Jamison and
Her Teaching of Art at Rohwer,
Arkansas. Little has been written about
the individual teachers who agreed to
live and work with Japanese American
students in the U.S. internment camps
during World War II. The story of Miss
Jamison and the education program in
the concentration camps at Rohwer and
Jerome in Arkansas provides a fresh
new view of a Caucasian teacher who
came to work with students, but who
was herself educated in the process.  

Dr. Jan Ziegler is Vice President of
Development at Black River Technical
College, Pocahontas, Arkansas. She 
has published numerous articles and
teaches writing, Holocaust Studies, 
and German.

The author will read and sign
books at the JASC on Sunday, 
July 30, 2006, at 2:00 pm. The
event is free and open to all. Preorder
books ($50) by July 14 by contacting
Debbie Mieko Burns at 
archives@jasc-chicago.org.

“This book is a moving and significant
expansion of our knowledge of 
the human dimensions of a wartime 
tragedy . . . .”—Roger Daniels,
Professor Emeritus of History,
University of Cincinnati.

Anne Namba’s 
Creations Delight the Eye

Hawaiian designer Anne Namba
brought her “kimono couture” collec-
tion for spring and summer to town in
trunk shows held in two locations on
two full days. What’s more, she pledged
to donate a portion of her sales from
those shows to the JASC.

Those who attended Anne’s trunk
shows—on Thursday, March 16, at the
Union League Club of Chicago, and
Friday, March 17, at the Courtyard
Marriott Arlington Heights South—
reported that Anne’s most recent collec-
tion combines motifs and silhouettes
from various Asian cultures. As always,
her fabric choices showed her particu-
lar talent for drape and drama.

Anne Namba brings an artist’s sensi-
bilities to her clothing designs, and she
is a good friend of the JASC as well.
Her customers in Chicago hope that
she will come back for another visit
before too long.

Q&A
Do you have any questions
about the JASC you'd like

answered, or concerns about
the organization you want 

to share?

If so, we'd like to hear from you. 
You can mail your questions or 

comments to the JASC, 
Attn: Q&A, 4427 N. Clark St.,

Chicago, IL 60640 
or e-mail them to 

Q&A@jasc-chicago.org. 
Your question or comment will be
directed to the appropriate staff or

board member for a personal
response (as long as you provide

return address information). 
We may not be able to personally

answer each communication, 
but we will try.

Questions and comments will 
also be published in upcoming

newsletters, so that all can benefit
from the information. For reasons 

of privacy, published questions 
and comments will not be 

attributed to any individual.
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JASC News

“Only the Brave” 
Tells the Nisei Soldiers’ Story

An enthusiastic crowd attended 
a special screening of “Only the Brave,”
a fictionalized account of the rescue of
the besieged Lost Battalion by the Nisei
soldiers of the 100th Battalion and
442nd Regimental Combat Team during
World War II. The film, presented by
the Foundation for Asian American
Independent Media and the Gene Siskel
Film Center, in conjunction with the
11th Annual Chicago Asian American
Showcase, was shown at the Siskel Film
Center on April 2.  

Lane Nishikawa, the writer, director,
and star of “Only the Brave,” was on
hand to introduce the film. Together
with producer Eric Hayashi, Nishikawa
held an informal, post-screening ques-
tion-and-answer session in the Film
Center’s café.

According to the filmmakers, “‘Only
the Brave’ is the first motion picture
about the 100th/442nd as seen through
the eyes of the men who lived it.” After
the screening, two local veterans gave
their own eyewitness accounts of the
events depicted in the film. The vivid
recollections of Victor Izui and Sam
Yoshinari were a particular highlight of
the afternoon.

“Only the Brave” was funded in part
by grants from the California Civil
Liberties Public Education Program 
and donations from the families of veter-
ans of the 100th/442nd and Military
Intelligence Service. The special screen-
ing on April 2 was a fundraiser to
support the filmmakers’ efforts to gain
wider distribution for their work. 
Co-hosts of the Chicago event were 
the Chicago Japanese American
Historical Society, the Japanese
American Citizens League, and the

JASC. Members of the Chicago Nisei
Post no. 1183 and their spouses
received complimentary passes to the
screening, thanks to a grant from 
the Tom T. Arai Bequest of the Japanese
Mutual Aid Society of Chicago.

JASC Annual Meeting,
Monday, June 26, 2006

The JASC’s 60th Annual Meeting will 
be held on Monday, June 26, 2006, start-
ing at 7:00 pm. All members and friends
of the JASC are cordially invited. The
recipients of the JASC Scholarships will
be announced, and you will be brought
up to date on agency business.
Refreshments will be served.

Special Membership 2006
(1/1/06 through 3/31/06)

Patron

D/M Thomas Shimoda

Friend

Mrs. Kiyoko Kasai Fujiu
Ms. Toyoko Hagio
Mr. Paul M. Harada
Ms. Patricia M. Matsumoto
Mrs. Winnie Furusho Ricker
Mr. Kevin Saiki
Mr. Kenneth Schug
Mr. Michael D. Takada

Out-of-the-House Program Update

We’ve got them “out of the house” and
the general consensus is that everyone
is enjoying the break from their home
routines. These ladies are keeping up
with Yosh Sakai’s stretching classes. 
He makes them go for that extra reach
and it’s beginning to pay off. No one
complains over the fact that our 
30 minute class has now been extended
to an hour! Over the past ten weeks 
we have painted ceramic tiles, knitted
pot holders, listened to a safety talk by 
a Chicago Police officer, had a song 
fest in Japanese, played numerous
games—bingo in Japanese, for
example— and have gone on a field trip
to the Art Institute.

We’ve watched these ladies come into
the agency, smiling and greeting one
another. They would no doubt benefit
from simply sitting together and enjoy-
ing each other’s companionship. It’s
brought smiles to our faces, being able
to see this group come together and
brightening up each others’ lives. We’re
hoping to have many more activities in
the coming months. It is apparent to
both the JASC staff and the families of
those involved in this program that
we’re meeting a need that will help to
keep these women physically healthy
and emotionally fulfilled. 

“Out-of-the-House” will be offered as a
regular part of our Wellness programs,
and we’re looking to bring in a few
more participants. We haven’t had any
men sign up for the program, but we
will welcome such an addition. Please
feel free to inquire about whether
someone in your family might become
one of our regular “out-of-the-house-er.”
Inquiries can be directed to either
Tonko Doi at 773.248.7386 or Frances
Chikahisa t 773.275.7212 ext.225.
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Growing Up To Be an Actress and Activist
Cheryl Hamada

Editor’s note: This article is adapted from a speech presented at 
the 2005 JACL Scholarship Luncheon on May 15, 2005. Recipients
of the 2006 JASC Scholarships will be introduced at our Annual
Meeting on June 26 (see page 7).

I feel proud and delighted to be a working actress. I’m lucky enough
to have been a professional actress for 20 years, and to have
made a decent living at it for 12 years. All of which is well and
good, but what’s really significant is that even after 20 years of
doing this, I smile whenever I remember, “Oh, that’s right, I’m an
actor.” That realization just tickles me. Lifts my spirits, warms my
heart, and I smile.

That is a great REMINDER and CONFIRMATION to me that I found
“the right thing” for me to be doing. Finding the right thing for you
is one of the great challenges you graduates are facing right now.
When I started college, I had “no clue” what my strengths or inter-
ests were, what I wanted to be.  

But college is a great time to “explore” all the different things
you are or might like to be. Even if you already have a career path
picked out. Make sure you also take time to smell a lot of different
kinds of roses. Cause if you don’t take that time now, you may
never do it. And you could MISS discovering a fascinating part of
yourself. That activity or specialized field of study that just makes
you happy when you pour your energy and passion into it.

That’s how acting was for me, and here’s how I found it. I secretly
signed up for my first Theater class when I was a sophomore.
Three times a week I would tell my friends I was going to the library,
and I’d sneak off to my class. I actually did this. Because, although
I couldn’t verbalize it for myself at the time, I was afraid that I would
be seen as egotistical, show-offy, immature, and self-indulgent.  

But I had expectations on me that go with being the oldest child
of Nisei parents. Success, achievement, be American, be humble,
be good, be smart, be quiet, don’t rock the boat. So I compro-
mised. I got my BA, my Master’s. I’m a licensed speech therapist. 
I worked in the public school system. But I thank God that I also
kept rocking the boat.

One of the few pieces of advice I remember my Dad giving me
was, “FIND SOMETHING YOU ENJOY DOING,” and of course, I
thought, “Yeah, whatever, Dad. Like I’m gonna do something I don’t
like.” But so many people end up doing exactly that. They never
really find themselves. Without realizing it, I actually did follow my
dad’s simple and very wise advice.  

While I was in college, the professors and directors cast me
without regard to my ethnicity. So I got great parts, but I never
played an Asian. And that was fine with me. But I had dared to
dream that I might continue acting after college. After all, how many
Asians had I ever seen in show biz? There were the Kim Sisters,

Hop Sing on “Bonanza,” and Mrs. Livingston from “Courtship
of Eddie’s Father.”  

But timing is everything, and I came along at the right time.
Shortly after college, I saw a classified ad calling for extras to be in
an educational movie about Red Cross lifeguards. I called, but they
had already had enough people. Fortunately, I had the presence of
mind to say, "Oh, OK. By the way, I’m Oriental. I don’t know if that
matters, but . . .” Well, of course it mattered. The door swung open
for me, and I got my first paying gig. All I had to do then, was learn
how to swim—by Friday.

But in a way, that’s been the story of my career. Doors opened for
me because of how I looked. I never understood Asian actors who
complained that they couldn’t get cast because of racism, because
I knew from Day One that I was getting work specifically because of
my ethnicity.  

One of the most significant things I’ve done was being a part of
the Lookingglass Theater’s production of “Race” a couple of
summers ago. It was based on Studs Terkel’s book, Race: How
Blacks and Whites Think and Feel About the American Obsession.   

Being a part of “Race” was an absolute thrill for me on a per-
sonal level. But I actually think it was far more significant on a com-
munity level in that it gave Asian, and Japanese Americans in
particular, the opportunity to hear OUR VOICE onstage, right along-
side other American voices. THAT’S HUGE. Because “Race” was
not an Asian American play seen primarily by Asian Americans. It
was not a play about Europeans visiting the exotic Far East or one
where an Anglo is the hero. In “Race” we got to be seen by a broad
and diverse audience, while we were standing right alongside every-
one else as an equal.  

We as an ethnic group tend to be SO responsible and self-reliant,
it’s easy for us to believe “we don’t need” others to see us or care
about us. But that view is short-sighted. Because we DO need to
be seen. We ABSOLUTELY DESERVE to stand right alongside every
other group that makes up the face of America. But NO one is
going to GIVE us that spot if we don’t put our SELVES forth first, if
we don’t “make ourselves visible.”  

Japanese Americans don’t complain about the little injustices
done to us. We don’t dramatize or make a big deal about things.
Actually, back in the internment camps, THAT was a good survival
strategy. The downside of that strategy is that we as a group STILL
don’t speak up.  We NEED to speak up, to be heard.  And there’s
not that many of us.

But our story is important. But if we don’t believe that we have
every right to speak up on our own behalf and put ourselves forth,
we could become invisible, our story could be lost.

Each of our scholarship recipients today is here, because you
“put yourself forth and spoke up on your own behalf.” I congratulate
all of you for doing that and also, for all of your other achievements.
Your lives, your adventures, your stories are the future of Japanese
American history, and we will count on you to continue putting your-
selves forth.



Day of Remembrance 
Spans Generations

Nisei, Sansei, Yonsei, Gosei, and 
mixed-race Nikkei panelists took their
places before members of their commu-
nity and discussed what it means to be 
a Japanese American at the 2006 Day 
of Remembrance.  A large, appreciative
crowd gathered for the event, which
was titled “Identity: Post Internment—
Generational Effects of America’s
Concentration Camps” and was held 
at DeVry University on Sunday,
February 19.

Appropriately, Gil Asakawa, author of
Being Japanese American, was the mod-
erator of the discussion. With wit and an
excellent sense of timing, Asakawa kept
the proceedings moving at a good pace.

Molly Ozaki, Marlynne Nishimura,
and Dru Yamagiwa represented the
Nisei, Sansei, and Gosei points of view,
respectively. Alec Yoshio MacDonald
and Brandon Mita, together with
Coloradan Erin Yoshimura, offered 
the Yonsei perspective. Questions and
comments were taken from the floor 
at the close of the panel discussion.

The Day of Remembrance is an
annual commemoration of the signing
of Executive Order 9066, which paved
the way for the internment of nearly
120,000 persons of Japanese descent
during World War II.  

Volunteer and Share Your City

The Chicago Greeter Program, a free
service of the City of Chicago Office 
of Tourism, is looking for volunteers
who can serve as guides to the city’s
neighborhoods, history, or other 
highlights.  

The program seeks city residents,
aged 18 or older, who can give visitors 
a one-on-one, insider’s view of particular
Chicago themes or neighborhoods.
Skills in foreign languages or in such
communication avenues as American
Sign Language are of interest. In 
addition, volunteers are needed to 
serve as support staff for the program.

More information about the Chicago
Greeter Program, as well as an online
volunteer application form, can be 
found at www.chicagogreeter.com.
Questions about the program can be
directed to Katie Law, program 
coordinator, at 312.742.1284 or at
klaw@cityofchicago.org.  
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JASC welcomes submissions of articles
or information to the newsletter. 

Articles may be sent via mail,
e-mail (programs@jasc-chicago.org),
fax (773.275.0958) or disk. The next
deadline for articles is June 15, 2005. 

For more information, please call 
Sharon Harada at 773.275.0097 x229.

If there are any omissions or mistakes
in the lists or elsewhere in this issue,
please call the JASC office and let us
know. Thank you.

Save the Date!

Friday, September 22, 2006

Fuji Festival 
& 

Silent Auction

Union League Club of Chicago

65 W. Jackson

Chicago, IL

Day of Remembrance panelists (seated left to right):
Molly Ozaki, Marlynne Nishimura, Erin Yoshimura.
Standing (left to right): Gil Asakawa, Dru Yamagiwa,
Alec MacDonald, David Lear, Brandon Mita



Date/Time  Event/Organization/Location

In continuing
4-week sessions (W)
9 am - 12 noon

May 1 (M)

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30;
June 6, 13 (Tu)
1:15 - 2:15 pm

May 4, 11, 18, 25;
June 1, 8, 15 (Th)
6:15 - 7:15 pm

May 6 (Sa)
12 noon - 3 pm

May 6 (Sa) 
1 - 4 pm 

May 13 (Sa) 
10 am - 12:30 pm 

May 13 (Sa)
11:30 am

May 16 (Tu) 
7 pm 

May 20, 21 (Sa, Sn) 
11 am - 7 pm 

May 23, 30 (Tu) 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

June 32, 10, 17 (Sa)
10 am - 12 noon

JASC Ceramics Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; web, www.jasc-chicago.org

JASC scholarship application deadline

JASC Tai Chi Class: Beginners Welcome
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC Tai Chi Class: Advanced 
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

Teriyaki chicken fundraiser/Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church
RFUMC, 4511 N. Hermitage
voice, 773.561.2610

JASC Sumi-e Workshop for Continuing Students
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC Japanese Cooking Class: Tempura 
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

Scholarship Luncheon/Japanese American Citizens League
Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant, 175 Old Orchard Center, Skokie
voice, 773.728.7170, web, www.jaclchicago.org

Book signing and reading by Jay Feldman, author of Suitcase Sefton and 
the American Dream (see page 5 this issue)/JASC Legacy Center, Chicago
Japanese American Historical Society
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097, ext 223; e-mail, archives@jasc-chicago.org

Skokie Festival of Cultures
Oakton Park, 4701 Oakton, Skokie
web, www.skokieculturefest.org

JASC and Fujima-Ryu of Chicago Enka/Minyo Japanese Dance Workshop #2
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC Happi Coat Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

Community Calendar of Events
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Date/Time  Event/Organization/Location

June 3, 10, 17,24,
July 1, 8, 15, 22 (Sa)
10:30 - 11:45 am

June 11 (Sn)
2 pm

June 20, 27 (Tu)
6:30 - 8:30 pm

June 24 (Sa)
11 am - 8 pm
June 25 (Sn)
11am - 5 pm

June 26 (M)
7 pm

July 18, 25 (Tu)
6:30 - 8:30 pm

July 30 (Sn) 
2 pm

Aug TBA
10 am - 10 pm

Aug 11 - 13 (F - Sn)

Sept 22 (F)

JASC Shamisen Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

Book signing, Delphine Hirasuna’s The Art of Gaman: Arts and Crafts from
Japanese American Internment Camps 1942-1946/Chicago Japanese American
Historical Society
DeVry Institute, 3300 N. Campbell
voice, 847.998.8101; e-mail, jmmishima@hotmail.com

JASC and Fujima-Ryu of Chicago Enka/Minyo Japanese Dance Workshop #3
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

25th Japan Festival: Discover Japan/Mid-America Japanese Club
Forest View Educational Center, 2121 S. Goebbert Road, Arlington Heights
voice, 847.593.1633; web, www.japanfest-chicago.org

JASC Annual Meeting
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC and Fujima-Ryu of Chicago Enka/Minyo Japanese Dance Workshop #4
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

Book signing and reading by Jan Ziegler, author of The Schooling of 
Japanese American Children at Relocation Centers During World War II
(see page 6 this issue)
JASC, 4427 N. Clark
voice, 773.275.0097, ext 223; e-mail, archives@jasc-chicago.org

Bloomingdale’s Shopping Benefit
Bloomingdale’s, 900 N. Michigan, Medinah Temple, Old Orchard, and 
Oak Brook locations
voice, 773.275.0097; e-mail, jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org; 
web, www.jasc-chicago.org

Ginza Holiday
Midwest Buddhist Temple, 435 W. Menomonee
voice, 312.943.7801; web, www.midwestbuddhisttemple.org

JASC Fuji Festival & Silent Auction
Union League Club of Chicago, 65 W. Jackson

To include an event in the community calendar, call the JASC office at 773.275.0097, ext. 229, with the name of the event, the date and time, 
the sponsoring organization, and the location. The deadline for the Fall 2006 issue is June 15, 2006. Events for August, September, October, and 
November 2006 should be included.
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Contributors and Donors

DONOR IN MEMORY OF

M/M Debbie & Bob Burns Tsumako Maeda
Ms. Judith E. Fors Thomas Fujibayashi
Mr. Robert Fujioka William Fujioka
Mrs. Yoshimi Golden Sachiye Aono Yoshimura
Mrs. June Harada Tetsuo Itahara
M/M Yoshiro Harada Loretta Witkowski
M/M Yoshiro Harada Tsumako Maeda
M/M Yoshiro Harada Chizuko Kanii
Ms. Rose Honda William Fujioka
Rev. Samuel Ishibashi Tom Yamayoshi
Mr. E. S. Itagaki Willy Fujioka
Mrs. Merle Kaneko Richard Akutagawa
M/M Neil Y. Kanemoto Tsumako Maeda
M/M Richard Y. Karasawa Willy Fujioka
M/M Yoshio F. Kawaguchi Chizu Torigue
M/M Yoshio F. Kawaguchi Loretta Witkowski
M/M Yoshio F. Kawaguchi Tsumako Maeda
Ms. Donna Kobayashi Nobu Kobayashi
Ms. Vera Kurecki Tomiye Fujii
M/M Stanley S. Kurokawa Tom Kaihara
M/M Steven Y. Minaga Chico Minaga
M/R Gary T. & Patricia A. Nakai Kimi Enta
M/M Hiroshi Nakano Kimi Enta
Ms. Kyoko Nishikawa William Fujioka
Ms. Patricia O' Halloran Alice Hashimoto
M/M Masato Sasaki Tatsuko Ogino
M/M Andrew M. Sato Florence Ichiba
M/M Yoshitaka Tanaka Paul Otake
Mr. Jim Tanouye Margaret Tanouye
M/M Robert K. Tsuru Kay Kanesako
Ms. Hattie Wallen Tom Kaihara
Mr. Philip Wong Quincy Wong
M/M Michael Yamaoka Tomiye Fujii
M/M William J. Yoshino Tom Kaihara
M/M William J. Yoshino Tsumako Maeda
M/M James Zimmerman Yoshiko Zimmerman

DONOR IN HONOR OF

Mrs. Yoshimi Golden Yoshizo James Yoshimura’s 90th Birthday

MATCHING 

M/M Hidemo Roy Asaki Aetna Foundation
Carolyn Nakamura JP Morgan 
Ms. Elsie Terao Pfizer Foundation
M/M Henry Terao/Alyse Azuma Pfizer Foundation
M/M Cary Wong Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts

DONOR DESIGNATION

Anonymous Adult Day Services 
Ms. Jody Oshita-Bajor & Family Adult Day Services
Ms. Ruth K. Kumata Legacy Center (Archives & Library) 
D/M Richard I. Morimoto Home Support Services
M/M Seizo Tamlura Home Support Services
Mr. Takeshi Yamashita Adult Day Services
Mrs. Sandra S. Yamate Adult Day Services

Donations received between the dates of January 1, 2006, and March 31, 2006.

General Donations
(1/1/06 through 3/31/06)

Christ Church of Chicago
Pfizer, Inc. 
Anonymous (7)
M/M Joseph C. Aberer
M/M John Adreani
Michele M. Allen
Frances Benbow 
Yoneko N. Berenz
Susan J. Chapman
Louis Dicerbo
Kathy Ford
Mary F. Fujii
M/M Keith Fujikawa
Martin H. Fujimoto
Ralph Fujimoto
M/M Mitsuo J. Fujishima
Martha M. Fukami
Yuji Fukunaga
M. Ryan Gantes
Paul M. Harada
Joann Harano
Yasuo John Hata
M/M Howard Y. Hieshima
Hannah Hogan
M/M Carl T. Ichikawa
M/M Gene K. Ideno 
M/M Glen Isoda
Harriet H. Itano
M/M George T. Ito
M/M Thomas T. Ito
Karen Kadowaki
Ken Kadowaki
Rita F. Kanaya
Sachiko Kano
Jerry J. Katayama
M/M Alan D. Kato
Kaz Kato
Yoneko Frances Kawabata
D/M Eugene Kawakami
Kie Kikuta
Julie K. Kimmel
Lillian K. Kimoto
Lillian C. Kimura
Donna Kobayashi
Ellen Kobayashi
Yasushi Kubo
Elaine E. Kurokawa
D/M Roy Y. Kurotsuchi 
Marvin Lau



Laura E. Maeda
M/M John S. Matsuda
Mariko Matsuda
Allison D. Mitchell
Hisako Sue Miyake
Matsue Momohara
June K. Mori
Jacqueline M. Motooka
Dr. Glenn H. Murakami
Laura Muraoka
Gerda Muri
Tsuneko S. Nakagawa
Fujiye Nakamura
Rebecca C. Nakamura
M/M Donald Nishibayashi
Susie S. Nishimura
Susan M. Nishioka
M/M Bing R. Nishiura
Masao Nojiri
Fumiko Ogasawara
Miyuki Ohshita
M/M William Okamoto
Nobuko I. Okawa
Janice H. Omachi-Lee
D/M Clyde H. Ono
Kiyoshi Ono
M/M Hideo Onoda
M/M Shoichi Oshiro
Yuki Oshiro
M/M James A. Ouchi
Winnie Furusho Ricker
Pauline Rossen
Philip C. Roth
Lisa A. Sakai
Suzanne R. Sawada
Shigeko P. Scott
Shunso Sera
Yoshio Shibazaki
Yoneko K. Shintani
M/M Donald W. Sloan
Christine S. Sumida
Mary Tagami
Asako Takusagawa
Hideko Tamanaha
M/M Kiyoshi Tamanaha
M/M Alvin K. Tamura
Ralph K. Tamura 
Mary Y. Tanaka
M/M David J. Toguri 
Chiye Tomihiro
Ruby D. Tsuji
M/M William S. Ujiiye
M/M Linda S. Kawano/Charles C. 

Valauskas 

James Walthour, II
Ted T. Yabuta
Terry Yamagiwa
Julie Yamaguchi
M/M Masao T. Yamaji 
Midori Yamamoto
M/M George Yamate
M/M Steve Yamauchi
Toshiye Yokota
Kiyo Yoshimura
Denise Hanako Zimmerman

Holiday Appeal
(1/1/06 through 3/31/06)

Barry-Regent Cleaners
Anonymous
Masae Fujii
M/M Mitsuo J. Fujishima
Roy Fukunaga
Shizuye Hikida
Dorothy S. Kuse
Marcia L. Kushino
Mark M. Mitsunaga
M/M Victor M. Miyata
Jean Nakamoto
Carolyn K. Nakamura
Lydia Omori
M/M Robert K. Oshiro
M/M Kane K. Senda
M/M Donald W. Sloan
Midori Takaki

In-Kind Donations
(1/1/06 through 3/31/06)

Frances Chikahisa, Ross Harano, Jean
Inouye, Lynn Kaihara, George Kato,
Maureen Kaucher, Frances Kawabata,
Kay Kawaguchi, Ryoko Kobayashi, Ruth
Kumata, Maxine Kuroda, Elaine
Kurokawa, Megumi Nakajima, Nancy
Oda, Diane Ohi, Chieko Onoda, Lisa
Sloan, Sachi Suzuki, Noriko Takada,
Asako Watanabe, University of Illinois at
Chicago, Special Collections, Takeshi
Yamashita, Ms. Yoshimura

Volunteers

Volunteers are an important 
part of the JASC. We would like to
acknowledge the following:

The Women’s Group of the Christ
Church of Chicago (Tri-C) continues
to donate some type of snack for 
the clients of the JASC’s Adult Day
Services Program every month. 

Mailing Volunteers: Yosh Harada,
Ernie Hyosaka, Yvonne Hyosaka,
Emiko Ishikawa, Haru Ito, Fay
Kadowaki, Lynn Kaihara, Dorothy
Kuse, Ruth Nehring, Asako Nishimura,
June Oda, Bob Ogi, Mitzi Ogi, Hana
Okamoto, Molly Sakamoto, Margaret
Shintaku, Kiyo Takemoto, Joanne
Tohei, Joyce Ogura Yamamoto, and Roy
Yamamoto

Office Volunteers: Lisa Sloan

Adult Day Services Volunteers:
Yosh Harada, Randy Ristow, Jr., Ryan
Ristow, Ronald Ristow, Toshiko Sahara,
and Jane Yakushiji

Archives: Ruth Kumata and Andrea
Bainbridge

Golden Diners Volunteers: Yosh
Harada, Bob Imon, Larry Mercades,
Helen Miyake, Sue Miyake, Asako
Nishimura, Howard Yahiro, Jane
Yakushiji, and Ken Yoza

Out-of-the-House Volunteers: :  Paul
Doi, Tonko Doi, Tomoko Inagaki,
Frances Kawabata, Keiko Mitsushio,
Betty Morita, Naomi Negi, Fuku Oki,
Yosh Sakai, David Toguri, Jo Anne
Toguri, Howard Yahiro

The following volunteers give not
only their time, but their invaluable
expertise in a variety of areas:
Tatsu Aoki, Pete Izui, 
Richard Yamada
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