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It is a well known fact that human beings fall
into two categories: those who like to shop 
and those who do not. But it is possible for the
twain to meet. Seeking once again to bring
unity and order among the gift-giving public, 
the Japanese American Service Committee 
presents its annual Holiday Delight/Kodomo
Matsuri on Saturday, December 3.

For the happy shopper, the JASC serves up 
a splendid array of eye-catching and unusual
gift items, art objects, and must-haves in its
Holiday Delight bazaar. For the not-so-happy shopper, the JASC 

presents all of the above, plus a
number of refreshing diversions,
including Kodomo Matsuri children’s
activities, musical performances,
and food favorites for those 
all-important snack breaks.

For shoppers of both types,
Holiday Delight provides the place
and the opportunity for community

members to get together and enjoy
some face-to-face time. Meeting 
up and catching up with old friends
and acquaintances will be just one 
of the attractions on December 3, 
starting when doors open at 10:30 
in the morning and running through
closing time at 4 o’clock in 
the afternoon.

As always, all proceeds from Holiday Delight/Kodomo Matsuri 
will sustain the JASC and its programs and services. Even the most
shopping-challenged among us should be able to support that cause.

So start the holiday season on 
a good note.  Come to the JASC 
on Saturday, December 3, for
Holiday Delight/Kodomo Matsuri.
Who knows? You may even get to
meet Santa Claus.
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President’s Message

Dear Friends,

It is hard to imagine that the year 2005 is about to come to a close. The numerous
Fall JASC activities have certainly contributed to this sense of time passing so
quickly. Our very full schedule of activities included everything from the very 
practical (Health Screening and Flu Shots) to the very enjoyable (Fuji Festival,
JASC Tsukasa Taiko at the Chicago Asian American Jazz Festival, and An
Afternoon with Allen Say).  

Looking back on the year, we are certainly grateful for your continued support
and contributions. I especially want to thank everyone for helping make this year’s
Fuji Festival such a success. You can “relive” the evening by reading about all 
the Festival details in the article later in this newsletter. Please be sure to check 
our Calendar of Events for upcoming dates of activities such as Kodomo Matsuri
on December 3rd, Day of Remembrance, and our Fall/Winter class schedule.

Also, I want to let you know that the JASC staff and Board of Directors are
meeting together on November 17th to begin discussing ideas and potential future
strategies for JASC. We are fortunate to be working with Francis Wong, Creative
Director, Asian Improv aRts, who has extensive experience working with commu-
nity organizations across the country. You may recognize Francis’ name as one of
the featured artists from this past October’s Chicago Asian American Jazz Festival.
I look forward to sharing the results of our initial discussions with you in future
newsletters and communications.

Finally, it is my hope that JASC has served you well during 2005. Again, thank
you for your support and best wishes for the upcoming holiday season.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Takada
President
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JASC Social Service Programs

Adult Day Services 

Supervisor: Melba Ristow, RN
By the time you see
this, dear reader,
summer will be long
over. We hope that
you, like the clients
of the JASC’s Adult
Day Services, have
stored up enough
warm memories to carry you through 
the winter months.

July began patriotically with ADS’s tradi-
tional Fourth of July barbecue. Later that
month, the ADS clients were delighted to
welcome the young students of the
Thousand Waves dojo for a return visit and
martial arts demonstration. The month
ended with a field trip to the Great Buffet
for international goodies.

In August, the ADS
clients were treated 
to a performance by
the Hawaiian gospel
artist Randy Hongo,
with the Ohana A
Aikane Christian hula

group from Los Angeles. By lucky chance,
the Hongo group’s performance tied in 
perfectly with the Hawaiian luau theme of
ADS’s annual Family Day party, which was
held at the end of the month. Clients,
guests, and staff members feasted on roast
pig and applauded the musicians and
dancers of Kupa’a Pacific Island Resources.

The children of the Tampopo-kai Japanese
cultural play group visited ADS in early Sept-
ember to mark Grandparents Day. They sang
songs and presented gifts to the clients. 

We continue to promote and enhance 
our clients’ maximum level of functioning to
preserve their independence and prevent
premature institutionalization. Nursing 
services and different activities are offered
to maintain clients’ physical, mental, and 
emotional well-being. For more information

about the JASC’s Adult Day Services,
contact Melba Ristow, RN, ADS coordinator,
at 773.275.7212, ext. 239.

Home Support Services

Supervisor: Helen Nakayama

Medicare Part D—the Prescription
Drug Plan—Important Dates:

October 15, 2005: You will begin
receiving information about the new
Medicare prescription drug plan. 
This new program is called “Medicare
Part D.”
November 15, 2005: The first day
you can enroll in a Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plan. If you join by December
31, 2005, your Medicare prescription
drug plan coverage will begin 
January 1, 2006.
January 1, 2006: The first day
Medicare prescription drug plan 
coverage starts.
May 15, 2006: People now on
Medicare need to sign up for the 
prescription plan of their choice. After
May 15, 2006, you might pay a higher
monthly premium.

Anticipate a large volume of informa-
tion in your mailbox. We understand
there will be 10 or more insurance plans
to select from. You will be required to
select an insurance carrier in order to
be enrolled in the program. The pro-
grams may appear to be very similar
but may differ in the amount of the 
co-payment and the drugs that are
covered. 

When the information begins arriv-
ing, it may be very confusing. It is in
your best interest to carefully study and
select the plan that is most suitable 
for you. 

Caution: Do not sign anything that
you do not understand.  Keep your 
personal information, including your

Medicare number safe. Be sure you 
are communicating with an approved
Medicare prescription insurance
provider.

If you have any questions about 
this new Medicare program contact 
the JASC Social Service Department:
Counseling—Frances Chikahisa,
773.275.7212 x 225; Home Support
Services—Helen Nakayama,
773.275.7212 x 228; Adult Day Services
—Melba Ristow, 773.275.7212, x 239.

Counseling

Counseling Staff: 
Frances Chikahisa, MSW, LCSW
Fujio Sato, MSW, Case Manager

JASC’s Volunteer Program
The Counseling Department has
received funding to develop a volunteer
program to augment and strengthen the
services of our program. We’re very
excited with the opportunity to create
ways of enhancing the lives of seniors
and to enable us to remain in contact
with our clients. We have been focusing
on outreach to seniors who are isolated
and/or living in vulnerable circum-
stances. We’re pleased with the
responses to our efforts and as a result
of our help many of our clients are able
to move into more secure living
arrangements.

The demand for our outreach ser-
vices continues to grow, necessitating
us to decrease the amount of time we
can spend with our individual clients
after their immediate needs have been
met. Volunteers can provide a much
needed extension of our program by 
visiting our clients in nursing homes
and assisted living homes. Some of our
clients remain in the homes of family
members or have full time caregivers. 

(continued on page 4)



These folks also can benefit from
having someone visit on a regular basis.

Another aspect of the volunteer
program is to create a social support
group for those seniors who are not 
in need of planning, but might need
some extra enrichment in their lives.
We are envisioning activities such as
exercise, guest speakers, crafts classes
and maybe even pot-luck lunches. We
envision this part of the program to be
volunteer-led with the agenda developed
by those who attend.  We want it to 
be both meaningful and fun for all 
participants.

Have you been thinking that your 
life needs more meaning? Are you inter-
ested in helping out a senior? We are
looking for people like you! Please call
JASC and leave us your name and
phone number. Ask for Frances
Chikahisa at ext 225. You can also 
e-mail us at counsel@jasc-chicago.org.

Legacy Center (Archives & Library)

Supervisor: Deborah Mieko Burns 
This year has been an eventful one for the
Legacy Center! In February, we co-sponsored
the annual Day of Remembrance event at
DePaul University where we presented Chay
Yew’s staged reading, Question 27, Question
28, a tribute to Japanese American women.
In our second year as an affiliate, we 
provided community information, images,
and collection finding aids to the Japanese
American National Museum’s Discover
Nikkei Project, a global web site about
people of Japanese descent (see
http://www.discovernikkei.org). The Legacy
Center also provided research assistance
and images to a state award-winning History
Fair project created by a group of students
from Benito Juarez Community Academy
High School. And in May 2006 watch for 
a PBS documentary film from KVIE
Sacramento about Japanese American
resettlement. In the film, you will see
images of Chicago provided by the Legacy
Center. Finally, please join us for Treasures
from the Legacy Center, a display from the
archives, on Saturday, December 3, 2005
from 10:30-4:00 PM during JASC’s Holiday
Delight.

People of all ages and types use our
books and resources throughout the year. In
this season of giving, we would like to ask
for new or lightly used books (hardback pre-
ferred) including:
• Asian Americans on War and Peace edited
by Russell C. Leong and Don T. Nakanishi,
UCLA Asian American Studies Center Press,
2002, ISBN 0934052360 (2 copies).
• Japanese American Celebration and
Conflict: A History of Ethnic Identity and
Festival, 1934-1990 by Lon Kurashige,
University of California Press, 2002, ISBN
0520227433 (2 copies).
• Japanese Americans (Spirit of America 
Our Cultural Heritage) by Melissa McDaniel,
Child’s World Publishing, 2002, ISBN
1567661548 (2 copies).

• Mothering, Education, and Ethnicity: The
Transformation of Japanese American
Culture by Susan Matoba Alder, Garland
Publishing, 1998, ISBN 0815331592 (2
copies).
• Once Upon A Camp (video series) includ-
ing The Bracelet by John Esaki, Dear Miss
Breed by Veronica Ko, and Interactions by
Julie Asato, Justin Lin, and Daric Loo;
Japanese American National Museum and
UCLA Asian American Studies Center 
(1 copy of series).
• Orientals: Asian Americans in Popular
Culture by Robert G. Lee, Temple University
Press, 2000, ISBN 1566397537 (2
copies).
• When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie
Otsuka, Knopf Publishing, 2002, ISBN
0375414290 (2 copies). 

Donations to purchase from this 
list are always helpful. Please contact 
Debbie at 773.275.0097 x224 or
archives@jasc-chicago.org. 

The JASC Legacy Center collects, pre-
serves, and makes historical resources
from the Japanese American community in
the six-county Chicago area available for
research and reference purposes. It houses
the JASC archives and serves as a commu-
nity repository for records and information
resources about Japanese Americans and
Asian Americans. The Legacy Center seeks
to preserve and promote community her-
itage and common understanding of the
Japanese American experience as an inte-
gral part of American history. We provide 
reference services for our collections, can
help you make connections with community
members, will lend selected materials,
and can refer you to other repositories. 
Our collections are available for use by
appointment free of charge. All people 
are welcome!

This department is generously supported by the
Chicago Japanese American Council, the Japanese
American National Museum’s Discover Nikkei Project,
and the Thomas Arai Bequest of the Japanese Mutual
Aid Society.
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JASC Community Programs

JASC welcomes submissions of articles
or information to the newsletter. 

Articles may be sent via mail,
e-mail (programs@jasc-chicago.org),
fax (773.275.0958) or disk. The 
next deadline for articles is 
December 15, 2005. 

For more information, please call 
Sharon Harada at 773.275.0097 x229.

If there are any omissions or mistakes
in the lists or elsewhere in this issue,
please call the JASC office and let us
know. Thank you.



New JASC Board Member

Dru Yamagiwa
Following in his grandfather’s, dad’s,
and uncle’s footsteps, Dru Yamagiwa
continues the family tradition of service
to the Japanese American community
by joining the board of directors of the
JASC. This Yonsei student attends
Northeastern Illinois University in
pursuit of a degree in computer science.
At the same time, he holds a full-time
position at Environmental Systems
Design, a company located in Chicago’s
Loop, as an Information Technologies
Specialist. Dru is a member of Church
of Christ Presbyterian, serving as a min-
istry elder, and he has run a weeklong
summer camp for three years.  

We welcome Dru to the board of
directors and look forward to working
with him in the coming months.

Day of Remembrance

The 2006 edition of the Day of
Remembrance will take place on
Sunday, February 19, 2006. Gil
Asakawa, author of Being Japanese
American has been invited to partici-
pate. This year’s lead sponsor is the
Chicago Chapter of the Japanese
American Citizens League aided by 
the JASC and the Chicago Japanese
American Historical Society. 

The Day of Remembrance is an
annual commemoration of the signing
of Executive Order 9066, which ulti-
mately led to the internment of nearly
120,000 persons of Japanese descent.

New Long-Term-Care Plan 
Launch Meeting

For some time now, JASC members
have been eligible to enroll—at group
rates—in a long-term-care insurance
program that is underwritten by
MedAmerica Insurance Company. This
year, MedAmerica unveiled a new plan,
called “Simplicity,” which is designed 
to accommodate elder care as it actually
takes place today. 

Under traditional plans, only third-
party providers can be paid. In contrast,
under Simplicity, the policy holder can
receive monthly payments directly. 
In this way, people who need care can
receive benefits whether they are cared
for at home by a relative or in a nursing
home by professional staff. Simplicity
also offers special riders that would
allow a couple “to purchase together
and share benefits on each other’s 
policies.”

Representatives from MedAmerica
will visit the JASC in mid-November to
explain the details of the new Simplicity
plan to interested members. JASC
members can attend any one of three
information sessions:
• Monday, November 14, at 2:30 

or 7:00 pm
• Tuesday, November 15, at 

10:00 am
Private consultations can be sched-

uled for Tuesday afternoon. In the  
meantime, you may request a copy of 
a brochure describing Simplicity by 
calling Carol Yoshino 
(773.275.0097 x 223).

Allen Say To Visit JASC

Anyone who is
familiar with
children’s litera-
ture knows the
distinctive look 
and feel of a
book by Allen
Say. The 
plainspoken
narrative, 
the ravishing 

illustrations, and the poignant, 
outsider’s point of view all make for 
children’s books that are not at all 
childish. Moreover, Allen Say’s books
consistently feature characters that 
are unmistakably Asian, even when
“Asian-ness” is not necessarily 
a plot element.

On Saturday, November 5, children,
parents, and book lovers in general 
will have the opportunity to preview
Allen Say’s newest work at the JASC 
in a presentation by Mr. Say himself.
Just published by Houghton Mifflin
Company, Kamishibai Man contrasts
old and new Japan and celebrates the
enduring craft of the storyteller. A
limited number of copies of Kamishibai
Man will be available for purchase 
at the JASC, along with a selection of
other titles by Mr. Say.

“An Afternoon with Allen Say” will
take place at the JASC on Saturday,
November 5, beginning at 4:00 pm.
Admission to the event is $10.00; 
children 12 years old and younger will
be admitted free when accompanied 
by an adult.
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The New Orleans Hurricane Relief Effort: 
A Physician’s Report

Dr. Eric Mizuno

I could not take the bureaucracy any longer and, having made all
the phone calls I could and filled out online applications without 
an answer, I jumped on a plane Saturday morning [September 3,
2005] on my own. I knew the relief organizations were over-
whelmed, but, given the circumstances, I did not feel I could wait
for an answer.  

I eventually talked myself onto the largest field hospital in the
history of the U.S., and was assigned to be a team leader of one
the medical wards. The field hospital took over the indoor track, as
well as the basketball arena, at Louisiana State University in Baton
Rouge. It is run by the U.S. Army and IMERT (Illinois Medical
Emergency Response Team, which is headed up by Dr. Moses Lee,
an emergency room attending at Cook County [John H. Stroger, Jr.
Hospital of Cook County]). I was not previously aware of IMERT,
but hooked up with them and stayed in their makeshift barracks in
army cots. I ran the busiest medical ward, which was a respiratory
ward, and had four medical students and two local attendings on
my team. This turned out to be a lot of maintenance respiratory
stuff, though I diagnosed and treated an unstable angina patient
with postinfarct angina.

As they were very adequately staffed at the field hospital and
were not being innundated with acute/hyperacute medical needs,
and with ongoing news of people dying, I talked myself onto an
ambulance and formed a medical team with three medical stu-
dents. We got into New Orleans and went to the airport and the
Convention Center. Mainly we saw patients with dehydration and
lacerations, as well as subacute medical needs from lack of main-
tenance medications for as long as a week.  

We then drove into the city and found a surprising number of
people in the higher, dry areas of the city. We urged them to leave
the city in the ambulance, but they did not want to leave. The
stench of rotting bodies was throughout the neighborhood. The
folks we met were very well stocked with water and Gatorade.

We then stopped at a hospital and hung out in the E.R. at the
outskirts of town, where the entire staff was homeless, working 
12-hour shifts, and essentially living at the hospital and sleeping 
on the floor of a conference room.

By the end of my trip, I had spoken to the commanders and
medical directors at the field hospital, the airport, and the
Convention Center; and the head of emergency services at Charity
Hospital, and my experience was a microcosm of the challenges 
of the disaster. 

It was very frustrating to have ample supplies without proper 
distribution, as distribution networks were not established, and
there was no organized system/technological capability to commu-
nicate where the needs are and what they are. The people at the
airport could not tell me what was going on at the Convention
Center, which was five miles away from them. 

I had come to the conclusion that the best source of information
was from the professional information gatherers—the media. We
had cell-phone capability in the city, so I had one of my medical 
students obtaining information from her mother, who continued to
watch T.V. 

We had filled boxes of medical supplies at the field hospital,
which was incredibly well supplied, and eventually dropped them off
at the hospital, as they were very low on sutures and intravenous
fluids.

The patients all had amazing stories to share.  All of the volun-
teer staff, military, and law enforcement officers I met are amongst
the best people on the planet. There was and is a need—until
more order and better communication are established to the still
organizing chaos—for people to be flexible and overlook estab-
lished rules, and all were willing to do so in the name of patient
care.

I am sure many of you have donated and have prayed for the
victims. I would urge ongoing contributions and prayer.  Many of you
have already performed significant amounts of volunteer medical
work—I would strongly urge others to join these efforts. I am joining
IMERT, which is a very well organized volunteer group of over 800
medical personnel (nurses, docs, emergency medical technicians
etc). I had not been aware of them previously, but got to know many
of them in my short time there. They are nationally known within
the emergency and disaster services field, and were asked by FEMA
(the Federal Emergency Management Agency) and the U.S. Army to
codirect the field hospital. They have an application on their web
site (www.imert.org).  It requires a minimal amount of time during
the year to be a member.

Dr. Mizuno is a former member of the JASC board of directors, and
has volunteered his own and his staff’s time for the JASC’s Health
Screening events for many years. He received his training at the
University of Illinois Medical School and Northwestern Memorial
Hospital, and his clinical interests include cardiology, general internal
medicine, and patient education. In 2004, he was named an
Outstanding Asian Pacific American by the Asian Pacific American
Advisory Council of Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White.
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Community and Cultural Events

Drummers Are a Hit at the Second
Annual Chicago Taiko Legacy

On a drizzly Sunday afternoon, the
sights and sounds of taiko, traditional
songs and dance kept spirits high while
showcasing the JASC’s cultural arts 
programs.

On October 2 at Chicago’s Museum
of Contemporary Art, The Second
Annual Chicago Taiko Legacy was the
cause of celebration. As part of the
opening weekend of the 10th Annual
Chicago Asian American Jazz Festival,
the Chicago Taiko Legacy concert 
featured San Francisco’s Gen Taiko in
collaboration with JASC’s resident arts
program, JASC Tsukasa Taiko.

The capacity
crowd repeat-
edly roared
with excite-
ment as 
Gen Taiko 
and JASC
Tsukasa Taiko
presented 
over 2 hours 
of works that
featured the 
collective 
skills of a

multi-generational cast of performing
artists. The traditional Japanese 
performing arts were on the agenda for
this day along with contemporary takes
on these ancient forms. This state-of-the-
art approach highlighted the depth,
breadth and richness of these traditions
through works that included Hide
Yoshihashi on the o-daiko (big drum),
Tatsu Aoki’s shamisen (Japanese lute),
fluid meldings of traditional and modern
dance by Melody Takata and Lenora

Lee, and even a performance on the
erhu (Chinese two-stringed violin) by
acclaimed San Francisco musician/
composer Francis Wong.

As the leaders of their ensembles,
Melody Takata, Hide Yoshihashi and
Tatsu Aoki, as well as all the performers
and volunteers that made this show 
a memorable event, truly earned the
extended standing ovation they received
at the end of the show.

For information on Japanese music
classes presented by JASC Tsukasa
Taiko, please contact the JASC at
773.275.0097 ext. 229 or 
e-mail programs@jasc-chicago.org.

NIU’s Southeast Asia 
Digital Library

Northern Illinois University (NIU) in
DeKalb will lead a consortium of 
institutions from across the world in 
the creation of an Internet-based digital
library on Southeast Asia. Supported 
by a four-year grant from the US
Department of Education, the Southeast
Asia Digital Library will focus on the
countries of Brunei, Cambodia, East
Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam. The online
library will give researchers, students,
and the general public free access to
unique and rare materials related to
Southeast Asian history, scholarship,
and contemporary culture.

Participating institutions include the
University of California at Berkeley, 
the University of California at Los
Angeles, the University of Wisconsin,
the University of Michigan, Cornell
University, Harvard University, and 
Yale University. International partners
include the Philippines University of 
San Carlos, and Thailand’s Khon Kaen
University and Thammasat University.
The Southeast Asian Digital Library is
expected to debut online early in 2006.
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Date/Time  Event/Organization/Location

Community Calendar of Events

In continuing 4-week sessions (W)
9 am – 12 noon

Ongoing through Feb 13, 2006

Oct 15 – Dec 18

Nov 1, 8, 15, 29 (Tu); 10 – 11:30 am

Nov 1, 8, 14, 29; Dec 6, 13 (Tu) 
1:15 – 2:15 pm

Nov 2, 9, 16, 30; Dec 7, 14 (W) 
6:30 – 7:30 pm

Nov 3, 10, 17; Dec 1, 8, 15 (Th) 
6:15 – 7:15 pm 

Nov 5 (Sa)
8:30 am – 4 pm 

Nov 5 (Sa); 4 pm

Nov 8, 22; Dec 6, 20 (Tu); 1 – 2 pm

Nov 9 (Sa)
8:30 pm

Nov 12 (Sa); 10 am – 12:30 pm

Nov 14 (M); 2:30, 7 pm
Nov 15 (Tu); 10 am

Nov 23, 25 (W, F); Dec 1 (Th)
8 pm

Nov 25, 26 (F, Sa)
8 pm

Dec 3 (Sa); 10:30 am – 4 pm

Dec 10 (Sa); 10:30 am – 12:30 pm

Feb 19 (Sn)
(tentative)

JASC Ceramics Class
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

“Anime-zing: The World of Japanese Animation”
Lake County Discovery Museum, 27277 N. Forest Preserve Rd., Wauconda

“Hiroshige: The Winter Scenes” 
Art Institute of Chicago, 111 S. Michigan, Gallery 107

JASC Origami Class Session V; JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC Tai Chi Class: Beginners Welcome 
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC Tai Chi Class: Advanced 
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC Tai Chi Class: Beginners 
JASC, 4427 N. Clark

Chicago Community Forum/Leadership Education for Asian Pacifics, Inc.
DePaul Center, DePaul University, 1 E. Jackson

Book signing with Allen Say, author of Kamishibai Man; JASC,4427 N.Clark 

JASC Ikebana Class; JASC, 4427 N. Clark 

Fifth Annual Benefit Reception/Asian Health Coalition of Illinois
Newberry Library, 60 W. Walton

JASC Japanese Cooking Class: Oshogatsu (New Year) Ryori; JASC, 4427 N. Clark 

JASC Simplicity Long-Term-Care Plan Information Session
JASC, 4427 N. Clark 

“Yellow!”/Stir-Friday Night! 10th Anniversary Sketch Comedy Show
Athenaeum Theater, 2936 N. Southport 

“Global Rhythms” featuring The STRiPES/Chicago Human Rhythm Project
Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph

JASC Holiday Delight/Kodomo Matsuri; JASC, 4427 N. Clark

JASC Origami Workshop; JASC, 4427 N. Clark

Day of Remembrance/JACL, JASC, Chicago Japanese American 
Historical Society; Site to be announced

To include an event in the community calendar, call the JASC office at 773.275.0097, ext. 229, with the name of the event, the date and time, the sponsoring orga-
nization, and the location. The deadline for the Spring 2006 issue is December 15, 2005. Events for February, March, April, and May 2006 should be included.
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If it’s September, it’s time to mix,
mingle, and dine at the JASC’s major
fundraiser, the Fuji Festival and Silent
Auction. So it was, and so they did, and
a splendid time was had by all who gath-
ered at the Union League Club of
Chicago on September 23.

The Silent Auction featured more
than 160 items, including artwork, col-
lectibles, clothing, books, services, and
furnishings. Any bidder with sufficient
energy (and cash) could fill his or her
calendar for months to come with opera
and dance performances, pro sports
events, spa visits and hairdo makeovers,
getaways near and far, and visits to any
number of the most desirable restau-
rants in the area. Thank you to the
more than 100 individuals, groups, and
businesses who donated items to both
the Silent Auction and the raffle.

The evening’s program was energized
by the JASC Tsukasa Taiko group and
by Yoko Noge and her Jazz Me Blues
ensemble and was kept on track by
Mistress of Ceremonies Cheryl
Hamada. The fashion-forward dinner
ended with a dramatic flourish with two
fountains of flowing chocolate that
enrobed pieces of fresh fruit and cake.

This year’s Fuji Festival greatly bene-
fited from increased corporate support.
Thank you to the many businesses that
have consistently contributed to the
JASC over the years, and welcome to
the businesses that have become part of
the Fuji Festival family as of this year.

Once again, Ralph Fujimoto spon-
sored the JASC’s use of the Union
League Club for the Fuji Festival and
Silent Auction. A special note of thanks
goes to the anonymous donor who
hosted the reception and cocktail hour.  

And finally, we are indebted to Fuji
Festival co-chairs Lisa Sakai and Sharon
Hidaka—together with volunteers
Ashley Oshita, Winnie Ricker, Dorothy
Yahiro, and many, many others—for
organizing an event that was fun 
for those in attendance and benefited 
a lot more. 

35th Annual Fuji Festival
and Silent Auction
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35th Annual Fuji Festival
and Silent Auction

2004 Fuji Festival Committee

Co-Chairs: Lisa A. Sakai, 
Sharon M. Hidaka
Committee: Jean Fujiu, Sharon Harada,
Kay Kawaguchi, Carol Miyake, Joyce
Morimoto, Lynn Oda, Ashley Oshita,
Winnie Furusho Ricker, Michael
Tanimura, Ryan Toguri, Dorothy
Yahiro, Carol Yoshino

Corporate Sponsors

A sincere thank you to our Corporate
Sponsors for your support of the JASC.

Purple Orchid Level
Harmony Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
Japan Airlines
Yamamoto-Yoshida Family

Cherry Blossom Level
ComEd, an Exelon Company
LJT Agra, Inc.
United Bindery Services

Blue Iris Level
Astellas Pharma U.S., Inc.
Barnes & Thornburg, LLC
The Boeing Company
First American Bank
Harris Bank 
Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell
Omron Electronics, LLC
Yamada & Associates, PC
Yanmar America Corporation

Corporate Donors

Bigston Corp., USA
Gim Electric Co., Inc. 
Hamilton Partners
Kikkoman Foods, Inc.
Nak-Man Corporation
Nomura Enterprises, Inc.
Sumitomo Metal USA Corporation
TDK Corporation of America

Table Sponsors

(Businesses, organizations, or individuals who
bought tables.)

M/M Peter Bajor
BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois
Buddhist Temple of Chicago 
Chicago Chapter JACL
Christ Church of Chicago
Jacquelin Denofrio
Yaho Fujii
Jean and Kiyoko Fujiu
Steven Hamlin
Midwest Buddhist Temple
Mark Murphy
Rebecca Nakamura
Onoda Family & Friends
Marina Saito
Glenn Sugiyama
M/M Cary Wong

Friends

(Monetary donations.)

Anonymous
Janet Ayers
Elvin Y. Chan/Joanna E. Su
Eugenie K. Chiu 
Mary Doi & Jac Cerney
M/M Paul Doi
Kazuko Ernst
Lisa, Keith & Wyatt Fujikawa
Fred Y. Fujii
M/M Yoshiro Harada
George Ichiba
Mary Iwaoka
Dr. Victor Izui
Frances Yoneko Kawabata
Kazumi Kawamoto
M/M Eugene T. Kimura
M/M James Kumaki
Ruth K. Kumata
Sharon Legenza
Cara T. Lockwood
M/M Nathan Lofton
William Y. Makino
Chizuko Mazawa
M/M Ted S. Mizuno
Sueno Migaki
Helen Miyake
Kathryn K. Mlsna
Matsue Momohara

D/M Richard Morimoto
Dr. Joyce C. Morishita
Mary H. Nakagawa
Tsune Nakagawa
Rebecca C. Nakamura
R/M Masaru Nambu
Im Noeun
M/M William Okamoto
Dr/M Harry Omori
M/M James Ouchi
Louise Sonoda
M/M David Takada
Nobuko Takaki
Asako Takusagawa
M/M Kiyoshi Tamanaha
Dennis R. Torii
Lily Turuda
M/M William Ujiiye
Jane Yakushiji
Sue Yakushiji
Futami Terri Yamaguchi
M/M William Yoshino
Tampopo Club

Fuji Festival Raffle Winners

• $1,000 Cash Prize: Leonard Joy
• Man’s Watch—donated by Frank’s Jewelry: 

Shiz Mine
• Woman’s Watch—donated by Frank’s Jewelry: 

K. Ishibashi
• Portable DVD Player—donated by Bridgeview

Bank: Rebecca Nakamura
• Desktop Micro Stereo System—donated by

JASC & Abt Electronics: Fumiko Kasai
• Vectis 2000 Advanced Camera—donated by

Triangle Camera: Joyce Hieshima
• Gift Certificate—donated by Gethsemene

Garden Center: Howard Hieshima
• Gift Certificate—donated by Monitor Cleaners: 

Ellie Olin
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Fuji Festival 2005 Raffle & 
Silent Auction Donors

Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum
M/M Roy Akune
Anne Namba Designs
Ann Sather's Restaurant
Aoya, Inc.
M/M Ernie Banks
BlueCross BlueShield
Bob Chinn's Crab House
Bridgeview Bank
Chicago ATA Black Belt Academy
Chicago Blackhawk Hockey Team, Inc.
Chicago Cubs
Chicago Sinfonietta
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Wolves Pro Hockey Team
Frances  Chikahisa
City of Chicago-Cultural Affairs
Club Lucky
ComedySportz Theatre
Court Theatre
Eli's Cheesecake
Barbara Finn
Floating World Gallery
Frank’s Jewelry
M/M Frank Fujikawa
Jean M. Fujiu
Gethsemane Garden Center
Philip F. Goff
M/M Mickey Hamano
Hana to Yoko
Harpo Productions
Harrah's Joliet Casino and Hotel
Mikio Hasunuma
Dr. Stephen Hashioka
Heaven on Seven
Hilldale Golf Club
Duc Ho & Salon Buzz
Masanobu Hoshikawa 
Ritsuko Inouye
Tomi Inouye
Intelligentsia Coffee Co.
Lynn Janik
Japan Airlines
Japanese American Service Committee 
The Joffrey Ballet
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Fay Kadowaki
Kamehachi
May Y. Kambara
Kevin, The Restaurant
Kimono Designs
Kizoku Sushi & Lounge
Knitting Workshop

Albert Koga Trust
Rochelle Kopp
Margie Korshak, Inc.
La Donna Restaurant
Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises
The Lighthouse Keeper
Cara T. Lockwood
M. Henry Restaurant Chow for Now
MJ2 Bistro
Rosie T. Matsuura
Menopause, the Musical
Merry Faery Uncluttering & Organizing
Jane Miller
D/M Richard I. Morimoto
Music in the Loft
Kimiko Nakamura
Notebaert Nature Museum
Oak Park Wholesale
Planet Obi
Lynn Oda
M/M Hosen Oshita
Onomoli
Renga-Tei Restaurant
Resorts East Chicago Casino
Roy's Chicago
Lidia Rozmus
Toshi Sakata
M/M Leonard Sakoda
Suzanne Sawada & Leonard Joy
Second City
Shaw's Crab House
Haru Shimojima
M/M Donald Sloan
Stir Friday Night!
George Suyeoka
Sunshine Cafe
Sunshine Landscaping Design LLC
Szechwan Restaurant
Tails in the City
Tampopo-Kai
Thousand Waves Spa for Women
Joanne Tohei
To Pho Cafe
Towata Fine Arts Gallery
Triangle Camera
Charles P. Trumbull/Deep North Press
Tsukie Japanese Restaurant & Lounge
Union League Club of Chicago
Urban Oasis
WhirlyBall
Hon. Mitoji Yabunaka
Takuei Yamada
Yancha by Shuko Akune
Joyce Yoshino
M/M William J. Yoshino
Hon. Yutaka Yoshizawa
Zanies Comedy Club

Fuji Festival Volunteers

Deborah Mieko Burns
Lisa Cerney Doi
Mary Doi
Kyoko Hamano
Lynn Harada
Barbara Kato
Linda Kawano
Mike Kudo
David Lear
Jason Matsumoto
Brandon Mita
Scott Mita
Amy Munemoto
Lynne Oshita-Wong
Anne Shimojima
Jennifer Tani
Chuck Valauskas

Special Acknowledgements

Fuji Festival Silent Auction Reception: 
Hosted by a generous Anonymous Donor
Member sponsor: Ralph Fujimoto
Mistress of ceremonies: Cheryl Hamada
Performers:
Yoko Noge and Jazz Me Blues: 
John Watson, Clark Dean, Tatsu Aoki 
JASC Tsukasa Taiko:
Hide Yoshihashi and Amy Homma
Floral: Hana To Yoko
Printing: TriTower Printing, Inc. and 
the Copy Room
Graphic Design: Silver Image Creative, Inc., 
Mi Jeong Kim
Framing: Accentric Custom Framing
Favors: Linda Whitted 

35th Annual Fuji Festival
and Silent Auction
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Contributors and Donors

DONORS iN MEMORY OF
M/M Paul Doi Jean Lee
Kiyoko Kasai Fujiu Sumi Horibe
Henry K. Fukui Keiko Noma
M/M Yoshiro Harada John Takemoto
M/M Yoshiro Harada Tom Kadowaki
Asayo Horibe Sumi Horibe
Ellyn J. Iwaoka Chiyoko Oda
Ellyn J. Iwaoka, Judy M. Iwaoka, Sam I Iwaoka, Frank K. Morimitsu,

Dr. Robert Iwaoka Wesley S. Ogawa, John J. Iwaoka
M/M Rowland T. Joichi Aki Watanabe 
M/M Rowland T. Joichi Keiko Noma 
M/M Rowland T. Joichi Thomas Kushino 
William Kagami Keiko Noma 
M/M Yoshio F. Kawaguchi John Takemoto
M/M Tomomi Matsushima Keiko Noma
Hanako Okamoto Richard Akutagawa
M/M Yoji Ozaki Tom Kadowaki
M/M Donna Sagami John Takemoto
D/M Frank Sakamoto Keiko Noma
M/M David T. Takada Keiko Noma
M/M George S. Takemoto John Takemoto
Kiyoko Takemoto John Takemoto
Sue Yakushiji Harry & Ted Yakushiji
George N. Yamasaki Joseph Lagattuta
M/M Steven H. Yamasaki Joseph Lagattuta

DONORS IN HONOR OF
M/M Yoshiro Harada M/M Mas Taura’s birthdays

DONORS DESIGNATION
Tonko Doi Fireflies in Flight
Fujima Ryu of Chicago Fireflies in Flight
Susan Humphrey Fireflies in Flight
Takeko Ishikawa Fireflies in Flight
Calvin Manshio Legacy Center (Archives & Library)
Jean Mishima Fireflies in Flight
Donna Melkonian Fireflies in Flight
Joyce Morimoto Fireflies in Flight
Tomoe Sunahara Fireflies in Flight
Hideko Tamanaha Fireflies in Flight
Thursday Night Dance Group Fireflies in Flight
Na Kupuna Ukulele Club Fireflies in Flight

MATCHING
Anonymous Abbott Laboratories Employee Giving Campaign
Janice H. Omachi Abbott Laboratories Employee Giving Campaign
Julie Yamaguchi Abbott Laboratories Employee Giving Campaign
M/M Cary Wong Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts

Donations received between the dates of July 1, 2005, and September 30, 2005.

General Donations
(7/1/05 to 9/30/05)

Anonymous (4)
Susan J. Chapman
Christ Church of Chicago
Kathy Ford
M/M Carl T. Ichikawa 
M/M Glen Isoda
Rita F. Kanaya
Kie Kikuta
Yasushi Kubo
M/M Hiroshi Kuwashima
Allison D. Mitchell
D/M Richard I. Morimoto 
Jacqueline M. Motooka
Pamela Morooka
Agnes H. Palmejar Takaki
Yoshio Shibazaki
Chiye Tomihiro
Naomi Negi Tran
James Walthour, II
Lucille Yee

General Donations
(4/1/05 through 6/30/05)

Note: The General Donations list that appeared in
our Fall 2005 issue was incorrect. We apologize for
any inconvenience caused by this error. Here is the
list that should have been published.

M/M John Adreani
Anonymous
John Asai
M/M Peter & Jody Oshita Bajor 
Clare Billingham
Thomas A. Corbett
Sandra Dolan
Kathy Ford
Keith Hirashima
M/M Carl T. Ichikawa 
M/M George Ichishita
M/M Gene K. Ideno 
M/M Glen Isoda
M/M Darrell Kaneshiro
Amy F. Kato
Lillian Kimura
Donna Koyanagi
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Contributors and Donors

Yasushi Kubo
Elaine E. Kurokawa
Allison D. Mitchell
Chiyo Mizuhara
Pamela Morooka
M/M Dennis K. Naka
Kathleen Nichols
M/M John T. Nishimura
Susie S. Nishimura
Janice H. Omachi-Lee
Walter D. Osakada
Agnes H. Palmejar Takaki
M/M Fred Sasaki
Michele T. Sera
Yoshio Shibazaki
Michael D. Takada
Richard K. Takaki
Jennifer K. Toguri
M/M Tad H. Wada 
Julie Yamaguchi
M/M Michael Yamaoka

In-Kind Donations
(7/1/05 through 9/30/05)

Roy Akune
Carl De Vita
Mary Ann Follmer
Fred Fujii
Margaret Hiratsuka
Francine Hori
Kenny Isono
John Iwaoka
Fay Kadowaki
Lynn Kaihara
Amy Kato
George Kato
Kay Kawaguchi
Jody and Carol Koizumi
Linda Minaga
Junko Mizuta
George Morimitsu
Smoky Sakurada
Arlene Suekama
Ellen Wu
Dorothy Yahiro
Mitsuye Yamada
Glenn Yoshimura
Kiyo Yoshimura

In-Kind Donations
(4/1/05 through 6/30/05)

Note: The In-Kind Donations list that appeared in
our Fall 2005 issue was incorrect. We apologize for
any inconvenience caused by this error. Here is the
list that should have been published.

Richard Amano
Anonymous
Frances Benbow
Neil Brown
BTC Dharma School
Frances Chikahisa
Christ Church of Chicago Women’s 

Group
Vickie De Meo
Mary Enta
Kiyomi Fujikawa
Yaeko Fukai
Ross Harano
Chiye Higashide
Ritsuko Inouye
Emiko Ishikawa
Jerry Ishikawa
Haru Ito
Amy Kato
Rosalie Koga Kato
Kay Kawaguchi
Nobi Kay
M/M James Kumaki
Ruth Kumata
Stanley Kurokawa
Pat Matsumoto
Andrew Mine
Chiyo Mizuhara
Yoshiko Mori
Laura Muraoka
Joyce Nakanishi
Nancy Okazaki
Chieko Onoda
Lynne Oshita-Wong
Yoshi Sakai
Arthur Takei
Haruko Tani
J. Toguri Mercantile
Joanne Tohei
Asako Watanabe

Special Membership  2005
(7/1/05 to 9/30/05)

Friend
Mrs. Gail Shigehira Rodin
Ms. Jennifer Rebecca Tani

Volunteers

Volunteers are an important part 
of the JASC. We would like to
acknowledge the following:

The Women’s Group of the Christ
Church of Chicago (Tri-C) continues
to donate some type of snack for the
clients of the JASC’s Adult Day Services
Program every month.

Mailing Volunteers: Ernie Hyosaka,
Yvonne Hyosaka, Joyce Ishida, Haru
Ito, Fay Kadowaki, Lynn Kaihara, Tom
Kaihara, June Oda, Bob Ogi, Mitzi Ogi,
Joyce Ogura-Yamamoto, Molly
Sakamoto, Margaret Shintaku, Joanne
Tohei, Kim Watanabe, and Dorothy
Yahiro

Office Volunteers: Lisa Sloan, Ashley
Oshita, Winnie Furusho Ricker

Adult Day Services Volunteers:
Yosh Harada, Marie Otaka, Randy
Ristow, Jr., Ryan Ristow, Ronald Ristow,
Toshiko Sahara, and Jane Yakushiji

Archives: Ruth Kumata

Golden Diners Volunteers:
Magda Buvac, Bob Imon, Yae Imon,
Helen Miyake, Sue Miyake, Asako
Nishimura, Fumiko Terada, Lydia
Tomita, Mary Tono, Ruby Tsuji, and
Howard Yahiro

The following volunteers give not
only their time, but also their
invaluable expertise in a variety 
of areas: Tatsu Aoki, Jeff Chan
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Japanese American Service Committee
4427 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois  60640

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Japanese American Service
Committee does not discriminate in
admission to programs or treatment
of employment in programs or 
activities in compliance with the
Illinois Human Rights Act; the U.S.
Civil Rights Act; Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act; the Age
Discrimination Act; the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act;
and the U.S. and Illinois
Constitutions. If you feel you have
been discriminated against, you 
have a right to file a complaint. 
For information, contact the 
JASC at 773.275.0097.

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Chicago, IL

Permit No. 2364

JASC Wish List

• Bingo prizes (knick knacks, 
key chains, custume jewelry, 
stationery, toiletries, small stuffed
animals, etc.)

• Mobile lectern
• Memory—SDRAM, 64 megabytes 

and above
• Computers—Pentium III and above
• Portable chalkboard, heavy-duty,

reversible chalk to marker
• Tables—folding, 6 or 8 feet long by

30 inches wide
• Portfolio carrying case, 30” x 40” 

or larger
• Automatic 3-hole punch

JASC Membership

Membership Types 1 year

Individual $ 65
Family 90
Student 25
Senior Individual 35
(65 years or older)
Senior Citizen Couple 65

Special Membership Levels

Friend $ 150
Supporter 250
Patron 500
Benefactor 1,000

Special Memberships will be 
acknowledged in JASC publications.

2006
JASC

Membership

CAMPAIGN BEGINS

Please act now!
Your sustained support
enables the JASC to 

continue to provide services
to our community.

Look for your membership 
renewal in the mail. Please 

return the completed form with
your dues payment at your 

earliest convenience.




